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A View on Seneca 


by Suda Meander 


Author's note: The following 
article represents the point of view 
of one woman sho spent August and 
September, 1983 at.the Encampment 
and who has been now living on the 
Tand since March, 1984. 


The Women's Encampment for a Future 
of Peace and Justice is a woman-only 
cemmunity of protest and non-colla- 
boration with a patriarchal society 
based on violence and militarism. 

It is 52 acres of rural farmland 

and an old farmhouse-office outside 
the Seneca Army Depot in the Finger 
Lakes region of upstate New York. 
Amidst much controversy both inside 
and outside of the peace and women's 
movements, the Encampment has been 
open for action and visitors since 
it began in July, 1983, 

The first goal of the Encampment 
was to step deployment of 572 Cruise 
and Pershing ii first-strike nuclear 
weapons in Lurope. Many observers 
agree that by December, 1983 the 

first Pershing missiles had been 
shipped through the Seneca Army De- 
pot to silos in West Germany. These 
missiles represent a new kind of 
technology that is designed to at- 
tack the Soviet Union’s ability to 
retaliate. They are meant to be 
used first. Deployment continues 
and is scheduled to be completed in 
1988. 

During the summer, women and 
children camp in fields on land that 
goes up to the Depot fence. It is 
a safe, legal space for all women to 
challenge a world that has become 
crazy. It seeks to maintain a sin- 
cere committment to guiding princi- 
ples based on the evolving philoso- 
phies of feminism and non-violence. 
It is a testament to the wisdom and 
strength of these original principles 


that this wild child peace camp con- 
tinues despite its obstacles. These 
troubles include many political con- 
tradictions, a media blackout beyond 
Jocal news, a $32,000 debt, and a 
struggle to maintain validity within 
the mainstream peace and women's 
movements as well as within the radi- 
cal feminist peace movement. 


Women at peace camp see the arms 
race as an extreme example of the 
way in which this worlc equates 
success with having power OVER 
others. At the Encampment, we are 
attempting to live and work toge- 
ther according to a principle of 
“power from within." We seek to 
use our individual and collective 
strength and energy to empower 
rather than to dominate eaci other. 
Living together as women we can 
share our similar experiences of 
n2in and oppression, end of being 
made to feel powerless by men. 
Choosing to work with no men around 
means separating ourselves from 
that feeling of powerlessness and 
beginning to affirm our strengths. 

Seven Encampment women served time 
in Federal jails this past summer 
for acts of civil disobedience at 
the Seneca Army Depot. Five women 
were in prison for 30 days, one for 
15 days and one for 60 days. The 
Depot is installing a $6.9 million 
security system and the commander of 
the military base has quite ridicu- 
lously called us “terrorists” in 
an Ithaca Journal interview. Over 
1,000 women and children passed 
through the Seneca Encampment in 
1984 to take part in weekend work- 
shops and direct action at the Sene- 
ca Army Depot. Women shared deci- 
sion making, community work, planned 
for the future, and helped to keep 
the camp running whether they were 
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on the tand for a day or for three 
months, They came from all across 
the United States and many different 
countries around the world. There 
were steelworkers, farmers, business 
women, gypsywomen, waitresses, nuns, 
students, refugees from the American 
dream... 

In 1983, conflict between some of 
the Seneca County residents and the 
10,000 or so tremendously diverse 
women who came through the Encamp- 
ment received international media 
attention. Due to resignation, ac- 
ceptance and smaller numbers of wo- 
men, the level of open animosity 
from suspicious people in surrounding 
communities had dropped dramatically 
by December 1984. The Encampment 


has also made a Sincere effort to 
work steadily with a wide range of 
social-issue groups in the area. 
Local media coverage was Surpri- 
singly suppurtive and continuous 
Jast summer. 

The strength of the Encampment is 
that we are an internationally re- 
cognized symbol of women's-resistance 
to a world permeated with violence 
in many forms: racism, rape, hunger, 
blinding ignorance... Qur "member- 
ship" unites women of many back- 
grounds who share a vision of a bet- 
ter world, whether they live on this 
land or in other communities. Now 
that the United States people have 
re-elected Ronald Reagan, the CIA 
and the Pentagon are busy invading 
Central America, and the escalation 
of the arms race continues unchecked, 
women of vision need each other more 
than ever. We are saying that as 
women we can no longer stand silent- 
ly and watch while the earth crumbles 
under the weight of the patriarchy’s 
poisons, self-hatred, greed and mili- 
tarism. We assert our right to cre- 
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ate a just and peaceful world during 
each moment we live. Seneca is a 
spot that makes our statement visi- 
ble to the general public. Seneca 
is a place to come home to. 

In February, 1984, after months of 
confusion and Tack of unity regard- 
ing the future of the Encampment, 
women, mostly from upstate New York, 
agreed to take on the financial and 
political risk to become a permanent, 
legal campground. Most people are 
surprised to learn that about $200,000 
was raised in 1983, leaving a surplus 
of $35,000. After months of debate, 


_ $10,000 was distributed in smal} 


grants to groups and individuals as 
seed money for peace efforts nation- 
wide. A large sum was put aside for 
three years of tax payments, and the 
rest was used to winterize the farm- 
house/office, tend to the trampled 
land, put out a large mailing, and 
support the Encampment's political 
work through March. New fundraising 
was then necessary. 
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-. Lesbian Battering 


Survey 


IT HAS BEEN SEVERAL YEARS SINCE 
THE AMHERST COMMUNITY HAS HELD A 
TAKE BACK THE NIGHT MARCH AND RALLY 
BUT !2 ARE DOING IT AGAIN! LOCAL 
INDIVIDUALS AND CONCERNED GROUPS 

IN THE 5-COLLEGE AREA ARE WORKING 
TOGETHER TO ORGANIZE THIS EVENT 

FOR APRIL 19th. IF YOU WOULD LIKE 
TO GET INVOLVED AND JOIN THE PLAN- 
NING COMMITTEE, CONTACT THE WOMEN'S 
CENTERS AT AMHERST COLLEGE, HAMP- 
SHIRE COLLEGE, MT. HOLYOKE, SMITH, 
OR THE EVERYWOMAN'S CENTER AT UMASS 


Not in Our Name 
Centerfold 


° 


% FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL CHASE OR VWV Pp 
HEIDI AT THE UMASS SCERA WOMEN'S oeir 
a TEAM (545-0341). HELP MAKE THIS y Contest 
Cle EVENT ONE THF VALLEY WON'T FORGET! 


Winners 


CONTRIBUTORS 


Suda Meander, Hanna Les- 
singer, Satrupa, Kim Kel- 
ler, Chris Mangan, Sheri 
Simonton, Elizabeth Gordon, 
J.H., C. Colette, Michelle 
Gillett, Sibyl James, 
Stephanie Harris, Elaine 
Dallman, Mary Hart. 
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NOTES 

LINDA AND NATALIE: WE 
SURE MISSED YOU!!!!! 
ALL LETTERS TO THE EDITOR PRE- 
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THE ADMINIST TATE BOARD 


OF REGENTS. 


Dear Womyn, 


/ I am writing this letter to 
inform you that I (Janet Feldman) 
and Lore Wintergreen are trying 
to re-establish the Community 
Emergency Fund, a fund for local 
Tesbians in need of emergency mo- 
ney to pay for such expenses as 
food, clothing, shelter, and med- 
ical care. The Fund, which began 
Operation in March of 1982, has 
been defunct for about a year, 
neither giving out money nor 
receiving any donations, with 
the notable exception of Judith 
Schenk's generous donation from 
the proceeds of the Womyn's Tal- 
ent Show last spring. As one of 
the two original founding members 
(Holly Bishop, the other founding 
member, left the area shortly af- 
ter the fund was set up), I have 
been very sad to see the Fund in 
a non-operational state, but have 
been unable as an individual to 
continue the work of the Fund by 
myself. Lore Wintergreen approached 
me several months ago with the idea 
of re-creating the Fund, and I 
happily agreed that she and I 
should work together to do so 
during the remaining time that she 
and I will be part of the local 
womyn's community, a period of 
about six months. 

To the present date, Lore and 
I have met several times to dis- 
cuss the herstory of the Fund, 
our ideas and visions about what 
the fund could become, and ways 
to set up the Fund so that it can 


* become a permanent and ongoing 


part of our community, rather than 
a temporary organization existing 
through the efforts of particular 
individuals. In keeping with our 
mutual agreement that the Fund 
should become a community project, 
Lore and 1 recently organized a 
community meeting (January 10 at 
Thorne's Market) to discuss the 
rebirth of the Fund, which was 
attended by a smal] but enthusias- 
tic group of womyn. At the meeting 
it was decided that the group pres- 
ent would recdVvene in two weeks 

to discuss ways of expanding par- 
ticipation in the group, fund- 
raising possibilities, networking 
with other groups doing similar 
types of projects, and the mech- 
anics of re-organizing the Fund, 
especially with regard to legal 
questions and implications and to 
internal structuring of the Fund. 
Lore and I presented a proposal 
for internal structuring of the 
Fund based on our past experiences 
and future visions and goals, and 
this proposal was discussed at 
length, with revisions and alter- 
native suggestions given by the 
rest of the group. 

The group also decided to or- 
ganize another community meeting, 
to be held on Thursday, February 21, 
from 7:30-9:30, in the Annabelle's 
space at Throne's Market (which is 
wheelchair accessible). We are 
hoping to attract a large number 
of womyn to this meeting, because 
we need your feedback, opinions, 
ideas, energy, time or whatever 
seems feasible as a means of sup- 
porting an effort to re-establish a 
vital community project. We hope 
that all of the womyn who make up 


the community will attend. Your 
support is essential if the Com- 
munity Emergency Fund is to be 
recreated. If you are unable to 
attend, but are interested in 
giving us opinions or helping with 
the re-birth of the Fund, please 
let us know. Any type of input 
will be welcome and helpful! 

For further information about 
the Fund, please contact: Janet 
Feldman at 586-0013 or Lore Winter- 


green at 256-8649, 


Dear Women, 


First, congratulations to the 
Voice for expanding to include fic- 
tion in your November issue, There 
ig an abundance of creative work 
being done by women in the Valley 
which we rarely get to see. Glad 
to see a story which attempts to 
deal with issues of food, dieting, 
and fat. But the "Bottomless Cup 
of Coffee" by Marci Goodman blundered 
into so many offensive stereotypes 
that I wished she hadn't tried. 

I read this story over four 
times to be sure I was interpret- 
ting it correctly. If I am, this 
is the image of fat women which 
was presented: Fat women are 
enormous, sweaty and tatood. 

This is to be considered repul- 
sive. They eat more than anyone 
else, don't chew their food and 
will stick you with the check in 
a restuarant. They invite them- 
selves to join you for lunch and 
they sing at strange times. They 
have countless numbers of dirty 
children, 

I tried to go over this 
story and comment on each instance 
of fat oppressive and classist 
writing, but it ran into pages. 

I can only ask: where were your 
editors when this story was sel- 
ected? The fact that the fat wo- 
man in the story is portrayed as 
some kind of psychic who can read 
minds and weave a spell of com- 
fort with the sound of her voice 
only serves to make her more ob- 
jectified. Horrible and myster- 
ious, the reader wil] never have 
to identify with her. 

I hope that Ms. Goodman will 
examine the attitudes which lead 
her to create such a caricature, 


and that the Valley Women's Voice 
will print an apology to all the 


women who were hurt and insulted by 
this story. And outraged. There 

Is a great deal of honest, positive 
writing being done by fat women today, 
writing which would dignify the pages 
of this paper if it could be reprinted 
here, 

It takes a great deal of courage 
to make mistakes. 1 hope the Voice 
will be willing to make mistakes 
while working towards a paper which 
reflects all our lives. 


In struggle, 


Kol 


Nyy 


Dear Women of the VWV: 


Thank you for publishing the 
"Myths and Stereotypes: Battered 
Lesbians" article. 1 agree that 
it is tempting not only to 
"firmly embrace the belief that 
physical violence does not happen 
within the women's movement," but 
also to ignore the “verbal and 
emotional violence” to which any 
woman may be subjected. 

While we are not so naive to 
think that we are totally free 
from the heterosexism/homophobia 
pervading our culture, the women 
in our program are sensitive to 
this issue personally and profes- 
sionally. We are also open to 
looking at the connections be- 
tween substance abuse and the sub- 
jugation/abuse of all women. 

The Women's Crisis Center pro- 
vides sheltering, advocacy, .oppor- 
tunities for mutual support and 
counseling for all women who have 
been or are victims of violence. 

Thank you. 


Sincerely, 


Maryann Parrott 

Aftercare Coordinator 

The Women's Crisis Center 
Box 933 

Brattleboro, VT 05301 


Dear Valley Women's Voice, 


Hello. 1 just received a few cop- 
jes of the Voice from a friend who 
recently visited Northampton. Wow! 
I am impressed!! Since I was working 
on the paper in 1983 it has really 
improved incredibly. The depth and 
quality of your articles are ex- 
cellent. Your diversity of topics 
and not only local news but across- 
the-country news are terrific. I 
especially appreciate the enlarged 
focus on Vesbian issues as the \es- 
bian community is Such a strong one 
in the Pioneer Valley. 

It is such a relief to me that 
you and so many things are still 
thriving in the Valley. The com- 
munity of Amherst-Northampton and 
thereabouts is really a rare place 
to be treasured and greatly ap- 
preciated, not to mention acknow- 
ledged as being the real world. | 
You all are creating such an envir- 
onment where so many more of our 
dreams can become a reality, at 
least moreso than many other 
places. I live in Boulder, Col- 
orado which is set at the base of 
the Rockies. The Women's Com- 
munity is practically invisible; 
feminism exists in our closets, 
and it is quite frustrating to 
try to create new ideas and cul- 
tural events when there are so 
few who take advantage of them. 

So praise be the the Feminist 
Community of the Pioneer Valley 
and also the Valley Women's 
Voice for you hold it all to- 
gether. Keep up the great work. 

Please find enclosed $15 
to cover one year's subscription 
to the Voice. Please use the 
extra money for whatever you 
need. I'm looking forward to 
getting more great issues. 


Thanks, 
Chrystalynn 
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Equality Begins at Work 


Reprinted with permission of 
The Guardian, by Hanna Lessinger 


Comparable worth, the idea 
that the wages of equivalently 
skilled male and female jobs 
Should be equalized, has won 
new publicity and new support 
as the result of the still un- 
resolved strike by Yale Univer- 
sity's clerical and technical 
workers (Guardian, Dec. 19), 

The battle over comparable 

worth promises to heat up in 

1985 as trade unions increas- 
ingly take up the issue and the 
New Right prepares tegal counter- 
attacks. 

The idea that traditiona} 
“women's jobs" like typing or 
nursing should be systematically 
compared to "men's jobs" such as 
truck driving or janitorial work 

has exciting possibilities, If 
made a reality, comparable worth 
employment policies would be a 
head-on attack on the male/female 
wage gap which cuts across racial 
and ethnic lines, confining the 
vast majority of working women in 
the U.S. to poorly paid, low stat- 
us “women's work." By eroding the 
economic basis of women's depen- 
dence, the policy might change 
other aspects of male/female rela~ 
tionships as well. 

Yet the attempts already 
launched by feminists, trade un- 
ions and civil rights activists 

to establish comparable worth leg- 
islation face determined opposi- 
tion from capitalists and right- 
wing ideologs, many with influence 
in the present administration. 

For instance, in its newly 
issued report, "Mandate for Leader- 
ship 2: Continuing the Conservative 
Revolution," The Heritage Founda- 
tion urges the Justice Department 
to take a more forceful position 
against comparable worth. It 
warns against the threat of "mas- 
Sive wage distribution, a distor- 
tion of free market principles, 
and ultimately widespread job 
redistribution, 

Enployers worry not only 
about having to pay more to the 
women who staff the country's 
increasingly service-oriented 
economy, but about losing the con- 
trol which the existence of a highly 
divided work force gives capital. 


It is no wonder that Yale and New 
York City's administration are re- 
portedly willing to spend enormous 
sums to find out how to derail com- 
Parable worth claims. 

Equaliy, the right fears the 
threat comparable worth poses to 
patriarchal family structures based 
On women's economic dependence. In 
a hearing this spring before a House 
subcommittee on federal employes' 
Pay and benefits, New Right spokes- 
women Phyllis Schlafly said, "We 
think the comparable worth notion 
is unfair to the traditional family... 
The target is the blue collar man 
trying to support his family." 

In fact conservatives have not 
been notably successful in portray- 
ing the issue as an attack by wo- 


men on the jobs of working class men. © 


Perhaps this is because so many work~ 
Ing class men now rely on the help 
Of working wives, usually holding 
badly paid “women's jobs," in sup- 
Porting their families. Some trade 
unions, particularly those represen- 
ting public sector employees have 
taken up the issue in an effort to 
stem falling union membership by 
enrolling women in previously un~ 
Organized service jobs. 

In the course of the 10-week 
Yale strike, the striking Local 
34 of the Federation of Government 
Employees, largely female, was 
backed by a work stoppage on the 
part of its "brother" union, Local 
35, representing mostly men. The 
Yale strikers have also won public 
Shows of solidarity from the heads 
of national unions and male civil 
rights leaders. 

At the moment several cities 
and states have adopted comparable 
worth job ratings, and the change 
is under consideration in at least 
20 other localities. Those which 
have adopted comparable worth, like 
Minnesota, have found the process 
less ruinously expensive than pre- 
dicted by foes. Minnesota has pledged 
to institute the policy over a per- 
iod of four years, increasing its 


total payroll expenditures by only 
4.. Washington state, on the other 
hand, will have to pay far more to 
equalize wages retroactively for 
13,000 women workers if the U.S. 
Supreme Court upholds a judge's 
ruling in a landmark 1983 com- 
parable worth lawsuit. 

Localities where comparable 
worth litigation is now pending 


include Anchorage, Alaska, New 
York City and Nassau County, Va. 
California's legislature voted to 
adopt comparagle worth for state 
employees only to have conserva- 
tive Gov. George Deukmejian (R) 
veto the necessary funding. 

Now the California State Employees 
Association is gearing up to make 
comparable worth one of its neg- 
otiating demands this year. 


The biggest difficulty at the 
moment lies in establishing a firn 
legal precedent for comparable 
worth in the face of host1:ity 
from many courts. As Diann Rust- 
Tierney sees the problem, ‘Exist~ 
ing laws require equal pay for 
equal) work only when men and WO- 
men are performing the same job.’ 
Rust-Tierney is a staff lawyer at 
the National Women's Law Center, 
which has been active in the leg- 
al fiaht around comparable worth. 


More letters ... 


Dear Valley Women's Voice, 


I read the "Bottomless Cup of 
Coffee," a short story in the Nov- 
ember VAV. It offended me. 1 
think the story is a directionless 
romp through insulting and oppresive 
characterizations of fat women. 

The story is told by Brenda, a 


Presumably thin artist who meets Miriam: 


"She's fat. Enermous. She's wearing 
Purple stretch shorts. Her thighs 
are bursting through the seams. 
"Ralph' is tatooed on her right arm. 
Theres a heart around it and an 
arrow through the heart. She has 
another tatoo of a rose above her 
left breast. Her face is sweaty 

and round. I can't even look at 

the other woman." What is author 
Marci Goodman tring tu tell us 

about fat women? That they don't 
care about their appearance and that 
they are ugly? The last time | 
checked tight stretch shorts, 

sweaty faces and Ralph tatoos were 
very uncool. (Although rose tatoos 
are cool). The class relations in 
the story are also oppresive, but for 
now I'm focusing on fat-hating. 

In this story Miriam is such a 
misfit that she does not even real- 
ize it. She sings to herself ina 
restaurant and offers to read her 
poetry aloud to two total strangers. 

Another fat-oppresive idea put 
out in the story is that fat women 
are here to nurture thin women, like 
mothers with big breasts, relaxing 
their voices, and with no needs of 
their own. In one section Brenda 
and her friend Suzanne are 1n a cof~ 
fee shop when Miriam,the magical fat 
fairy, drops in: 


"Tl hope you two can save your 
friendship," she says to us out of 
the blue. "It is such a shame when 


something special goes down the drain." 


Suzanne and I don't say anything. 

How did she know, I'm thinking. J 
look at Suzanne. She's looking into 
her coffee cup. ‘It's alright,’ Mir- 
iam says, ' I don't want to intrude, 
but I know what I feel. I thought 


I could at least help.’ We still don't 


say anything. The waitress brings 
Miriam her danish. She ignores it 


and starts to talk. She talks 
about her life and her children. 
Suzanne and I ‘are listening. I 
feel calm. Miriam's voice is lul- 
ling away my tension. I don't even 
know if I'1]1 remember what she's 
been saying. It's just her voice." 


Of course fat women are not 
fat because they are nurturing. 
Some fat women are Aurturing. 

Some are not. Just like thin 
women, Some have emotional prob- 
lems (brought on at least in part, 
if not completely, by living in a 
fat-hating culture), some do not, 
just like thin women. Some fat wo- 
men are sexually active, some are 
hot, just like thin women. The 
Problem for fat women around sexual- 
ity is not whether or not fat women 
have a sexualtiy, but that most wo- 
men refuse to consider being sex- 
ual with fat women. (Personally, 

I don't understand the lack of 
attraction for fat women at all. 

To me having sex js a celebration. 
Celebration to me means abundance, 
an abundance of love and time and 
energy and flesh. When I get to- 
Botner with my fat lover for a cel- 
ebration it’s a wonderful time.) 


Back in the coffeeshop, Miriam 
eats two pastries "without even 
chewing" as the two thin women, who 
are not eating anything, look on in 
horror. What are we readers being 
told this time? That fat women are 
fat because they eat too much and 
they eat the wrong food. The 
story tells us early on that Miriam 
has emotional problems; she is 
suicidal and she drinks too much. 
Maybe women are fat because they 
have emotional problems. If they 
would only deal with these prob- 
lems maybe they would just "drop 
the weight." This is commonly 
heard bullshit. Basically people 
are the weight they are because of 
an internal body process known as 
SET POINTS. (A recent article en- 
titled "Do Diets Really Work?” by 
William Bennettand Joel Gurin - 
Science magazine, March 1982-gives 
a readable and informative explan- 
ation of set points). 

Every person has an ideal body 
weight set not by an insurance com-. 
pany but by our own bodies, like a 


thermostat that regulates how much 
fat our bodies will carry. Our 
bodies adjust their efficiency 
according to the fuel - calories- 
given to them. 

In some women's experience, 
extreme over- eating and extreme 
starving (also known as dieting) 
can change their weight, but not 
their set point. It seems that 
dieting raises your set point a 
little, meaning that as a result 
cH d¥eting your body tries to 

Ore more fat. Vigorous i 
seems to lower fair eee ee 
Vittle. When after dieting or over- 
eating a person returns to eating 


page 3 


The struggle received a setback 
last month when Washington Un1- 
versity's nursing staff lost an 
appeal to the Supreme Court in 
a suit charging that their low 
wages constituted sex discrimin- 
ation under the 1964 Civil Rights 
Act. The high court ruled that 
the plaintiffs would have to show 
deliberate discrimination, not just 
the operation of "market forces." 
Comparable worth advocates 
meanwhile must contend with the 
outspoken opposition of President 
Reagan and of his hand-picked civil 
rights enforcers, Clarance Pendle- 
ton and Linda Chavez, respectively 
chairman and staff director of the 
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights. 
Given the likely approval of pres- 
idential adviser, Ed Meese as attor~ 
ney general, the Justice Department 


can be expected to take an active 
role in opposing comparable worth 
as well. ‘ 


three average meals a day, the 
body will return to its normal 
set point. This is why over 100 
studies of diets conclude that in 
five years time 95-99% of dieters 
gain back the same or more weight 
than was originally lost. 

The science of human metab- 
olism, however, is not what I really 
Care about. Loving women is what 
I care about. I think Marci Good- 
man was trying to deal with eating 
and fat and that's a good idea, but 
these fat-hating images really fuck 
it up, and I feel angry instead. 

The fear and hatred of fat par- 
allels the fear of rape,in that 
both are presented as something 
women can control, and both keep 
women preoccupied and immobilized. 
If we women could stop spending 
billions of dollars and trillions 
of hours hating our bodies and 
dieting, if we could use those 
resources in other ways, we could 
do wonderful things and feel more 
free, 

_ I want the Valley Women's 
Voice to improve its editorial 
policies so that I don't have to 
read any more fat-hating stuff in 
a feminist newspaper. If you or 
anyone want more information on 
fat liberation, I could supply it- 
To begin with, I recommend the 


book Shadows on a Tightrope. 


Sincerely, 


d 
ane Philomen Clelan 
fat-positive "stripe" 
(thin woman ) 


Lesbian Battering Survey 


(lesbians only, please) 


Since we have ali grown up with 
violence around us, we may have 
learned to use it in our relation- 
ships with those we love. This. 
Survey is an attenpt to understand 
more about the nature and degree 
of that abuse in order to develop 
supportive ways to eliminate it 
from cur lives. 


IT. GENERAL INFORMATION 


18 and under 
19 - 25 yrs. 
26 ~ 35 yrs. 
36 - 50 yrs. 
over 50 yrs. 


Age: 


Black Latina 
Asian White 
Native-American 
Other(specify) 


Race: 


Religious Background: 
(mark with an X; current 
practise mark with an 0) 


Catholic 
Protestant. 


Jewish 
Other(specify) 
None 


ee 


Atheist 


_———————— 


Agnostic 


Education: 
- Below high school 


High School Diploma/ 
GED 
College Diploma 


Graduate 


Are You Currently Employed? 
Yes 
No 


If No, what is your source of income? 


Unemployment Comp 
Welfare 
Parents 


Lover 


Other(specify) 


‘HAVE YOU 
EVER BEEN,.. 


once or 
twice 


slapped =a 
pushed/shoved en | Si EE 
bitten ogee (a 
Punched SS ae 
kicked | Es. | 


ecstrained against 
your will 


hit v/en object 


sexually abused 


threatened with 
physical 
violence 


threatened with 
sexual abuse 


pi Soe ee ee 
threatened with 


weapons 
assaulted w/a 


weapon 
specify weapons 


verbally abused oat 


Please send your anonymous response as soo 
survey/VWV e c/o Everywoman’s Center e \j 
Amherst, MA 01003 


§ of tines 
a month 


Income Level: 
Under $5,000 
$5 ,000-10,000 
$10,000-15 ,000 
$15 ,000-20 ,000 
$20 ,000-30,000 
Over $30,000 


Household: 
Live alone 
With lover 
With two or more unrelated 


adults 
Other(specify) 


With children 


If with children: 


Your Lover's 
How many 
Ages 
Sexes 


Do you have a problem with alcohol? 
Yes 
No 
Drugs? 
Yes 
No 


Does your current lover have a 
problem with alcohol? 

Yes 

No 


Drugs? 
Yes 
No 


Are you now or have you ever been 
involved in an S/M relationship? 
Yes 
No 
Past 
Present 


II. ABUSE INFORMATION: 
(Check al] that apply.) 


Were you abused as a child? 
Yes 
Ne 


tines 


date of most 
recent occur 
tof 

# of times 

a month 

t of times 
a year 


——————————————————— ee 
ee OS St 


7 


4 punched 


3) threetened with 
Y Sexual abuse 


used a veapon co 
jase cult another 


‘slapped 


pushed/‘choved | 


kicked | 


i) postrained against 
of @nather’s will 


“Sexually abused 


threatened with 
\{ weapons 


By Whom? 
Mother 


Father 
GEREV(SHEC Tha ee 


Are you aware of any abuse in your 
current partner's childhood? 


a 
No = 


By Whom? 
Mother 
Father 


7 a 
Other(specify) 5 


Length of relationship in which you 
have been abused: 
Less than 1 yr. 


1 - 3 years 
3 - 5 years 
5 -10 years 
over 10 yrs 


How Yong have you been in the rela- 
tionship before you were abused? 


Length of time you have been 
abused in the relationship 


III. ASSISTANCE INFORMATION 
Have you sought help due to the 
abuse in your re:ationship? 

Yes 

No 


As a result of the abuse, have you 
ever (check all that apply): 

Moved out 

Terminated a relationship 


Sought counseling as a 
couple 

Sought counseling aS an 
individual 

Sought shelter 

Sought legal assistance 


Sought police assistance 
Gone to support groups: 
for battered women 
AA 
Alanon 


= c= ovo = 

HAVE YOU oo] 8a] ae 
me lea lee ne 
EVER... ie Fig 


verbally abused 


bitten 


hit w/an abot 


theracened with | 
Phy:ical abuse 


specify weapon: 


aDTAQ 
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If there was a support group for r 
battered lesbians would you attend? 


If there was a support group for 
lesbians who batter, would you 
attend: 


If you were in an abusive relation- 
ship, would you seek help at Neces- 
sities/Necesidades, the battered 
women's program in Northampton? 
Yes 
No 


a Ean 


J ee el 


If no, why not? 


————— 


Please use empty 
spaces for further 
comments 
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“Getting Man Off Your Eyeball: 
Feminist Realism in Modern Fiction” 


by C. Colette 


On Thursday, December 6, about 60 
women gathered in the Neilson Library 
Browsing Room at Smith College to hear 
Lise Weil give a presentation from 
her doctoral dissertation entitled, 
"Getting Man Off Your Eyeball: Fem- 
jinist Realism in Modern Fiction." 

As a feminist academic, Weil 
questioned the usefulness of the 
tools of traditional male scholar- 
ship to elucidate women's experience, 
Reading the works of Virginia Woolf, 
Christa Wolf, Alice Walker and Luce Ihi- 

-Weil felt strongly that traditional 
literary criticism did not enhance 
her readings; in fact, critics like 
Eric Auerbach, among others, often 
seemed to misinterpret events and 
characters in women's writing . 

The problem, according to Weil, 
seemed to arise from two sources-- 
first, from the assumptions of male 
scholarship about the nature of 
reality, and second, from the ten- 
dency of male scholars to study 
women writers in isolation or in 
conjunction with male writers. 

"Texts need to be considered in 
community with other texts,” Weil 
said, and she went on to point out 
that when she read Wolf, Woolf and 
Walker together, "correspondences" 
among the novels jumped out at her. 

Using radical feminist theory as 
a lens through which to see modern 
women's novels, and drawing on the 
work of French feminist psycho- 
analyst, Luce Iriguray, Weil named 
the correspondences she saw "fem- 
inist realism.” 

As Weil explained to her intent 
audience, "Feminist realism is 
making room for our lips to speak. 
It is also giving ear-attention- 
to women's experience. By giving 
attention to what is, one brings it 
into being." 

Patriarchal realism (as exempli- 
fied by Mr. Ramsey in Woolf's To 

The Lighthouse and by Reagan/Bush 
in the Whitehouse) purports to be a 
Search for truth, but is used as a 
tool to further male interests. 


A patriarchal realist's descrip- 
SAons Of women and women's exper-— 


ence results in a construct dif- 
ferent from how we perceive and 


experience ourselves that requires 
adjustment (we must limit ourselves 
and accept their boundaries) or 


_ Jomine Gangi 


Free Initial Conaultarion 


* Facial Rejuvenation 
* Glandular Balancing 
* Foor Reflexology 
& Rzikj Practitioner 


alajekecsts | 


alienation/condennation (we are 
not "real" women). 

"Feminist realism peels off all 
the layers of what we've been 
told,” Weil commented, "and 
allows us to take up the chal- 
lenge of seeing what is, no mat- 
ter how it affects our interests." 

Quoting from Christa Wolf and 
Virginia Woolf, Weil gave examples 
of what she calls the "Patriarchal 
Family Romance" in which women 
are disempowered and isolated 
within the masculine constructs 
of reality, like the. institutions 
of marriage and family. Iriguray, 
she said, helped her see thatal] 


the novels, To the Lighthouse, 
Cassandra, The Color Purple, etc. 


are asking how we as women can 
know and love one another out- 


Side the patriarchal family romance. 


Other related topics touched on 
by Weil during the course of the 
evening included the recognition 
of "difference" between men and 
women as distinct from an "es- 
sentialist" position and other 
kinds of realism.(i.e. socialist 
realism) within the framework of 
patriarchal realism. 

More than half the audience 
stayed for a brief discussion 
after the lecture. Many women, 
although al? were not in agree- 
ment, seemed from their comments 
to have found in Weil's talk 
confirmation of their own exper- 
jence reading women's texts and new 
concepts for evaluating what we 
read. 

Weil's discussion sheds new 
light on the old question of 
objectivity and subjectivity in 
scholarship and encourages fem- 
inist scholarship as essential to 
hope for women in and out of aca~ 
demia. 

For those interested in feminist 
philosophy of a similar nature, 

I would refer them to issues of 
TRIVIA, A Journal of Ideas, co- 
edited by Lise Weil and Anne Del- 
Tenbaugh, and an essay entitled 


“In and Out of Harm's Way: Ar- 
rogance and Love" by Marilyn 
Frye in The Politics of Reality: 
Essays in Feminist Theory, 1 
addition to the works mentioned 
in this article. 
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UMass Woman’s Studies 
Department Gears Up for its 
Tenth Year Anniversary 


by Ila O'Brien 


The 1984-85 academic year marks the 
Tenth Anniversary of the beginning of 
the Women's Studies Department at the 
University of Massachusetts. The fo- 
cus of the program is the study of wo- 
men, past and present, in all fields 
of inquiry. Over its ten year history, 
the Women's Studies Department has at- 
tracted large numbers of students into 
its classes. 

"Women's studies is no longer a fad," 
said Arlene Avakian, coordinator and 
part-time faculty member. "When we were 
just getting started, we'd call people 
and the reaction would be, ‘what? which 
department?’ Now we receive calls from 
people who want to teach or cross-list 
courses in our course offering guide. 
We get a call] a week asking if there 
is a PhO. program offered. Times have 
changed.” 

The department is run by seven women: 
Cathy Portuguese, Dale Melcher, Arlene 
Avakian, Jan Raymond, Iris Dewhurst, 
Nancy Arnold and Leila Ahmed. Some 
teach and some administrate. "We 
were clear from the beginning that we 
wanted our own faculty and our own 
courses and that we wanted to cooperate 
with other departments, not either/or," 
said Avakian. "We realized the inter- 
disciplinary nature of Women's Studies 
and sought not to cut students off from 
options." This approach has worked wel} 
for Women's Studies. This semester over 

100 courses are being offered in subjects 
ranging from feminist theory to Afro 


American studies to women and health care. 


Additional courses are offered at Hamp- 
shire, Smith, Amherst and Mt. Holyoke 
towards a Women's Studies degree. 

What does one do with a degree in 
Women's Studies? According to Women's 
Studies graduates polled, they are work- 
ing and studying in many fields: educa- 
tional outreach, postal service, math 
and computer science, counselling, peace 
corps, television, law, social work and 
aid to incarcerated mothers to name 


several. 


(413) 


Psycho'herapist 


—_— 


253-5574 


A celebration for the Tenth Anniv- 
ersary of Women's Studies is being 
planned for the weekend of April 11-13. 
“Nothing has. been finalized yet," said 
Avakian, “but we are planning to have 
a BASH!" 

The Women's Studies Department is 
Jocated on the second floor of Bartlett 
Hall, room 208 on the UMass Campus. 

For more information call 545-1922. 
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PAINTING, Etcetera 


Interior & Exterior/Staining ¢ Wall & Ceiling Repairs 
Floor refinishing ¢ Wallpapering e Deleading/Paint 
Stripping ¢ Consulting e Will Travel 


JOAN WILCE, contractor, Box 291, Leverett, 


MA 01054. (413) 549-7532 


Complete Civil Practice Including : 


Divorces « Adoptions e tmmigration 
Real Estate (buying o# selling) | 
Bankruptcy @ Small Business Matters 


e@ SEXUAL PROBLEMS 


A Lesbian Owned Practice 


CALL: 523-4396 
INSURANCE ACCEPTED 


160 Matn Bt, Northampton, MA + 413/588-2904 


VALLEY WOMEN’S MARTIAL ARTS, INC. LESBIAN SUPPORT GROUP 


EASTHAMPTON, MA 01027 
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Women’s Music Festival Planned: Campfest ’85 


CAMPFEST, the baby sister of the 
women's music festivals, is alive 
and well and finalizing plans for 
her second season. CAMPFEST is 
again set for Memorial Day Weekend 
(May 24 - 27) at a scenic camp in 
southern hew Jersey. 

The infant festival, which debuted 
last year to fill the geographical 
gap between NEWMF and Sisterfire, 
won rave reviews not only for the 
excitement of Day and Night stage 
but for the variety of organized and 
informal sports avaiiable, the most 
innovative of which was e softball 
-tournament open to any pre-register- 
ed camper who wished to participate. 


This year's planning is focusing 
on ways to build upon the feeling 
of intimacy which resulted in Camp- 
fest's reputation as a high-energy 
experience. "Qur goal is to create 
an environment which encourages wo- 
men to get to know one another. We 
may be a diverse community but we 
share the common bond of being 
women-centered. At Campfest we seek 
to celebrate and strengthen that 
bond," explained co-organizer Lee 
Glanton. 


For more information, please write 
to CAMPFEST ‘85, P.Q. BOX 30381, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103. Also in- 
clude a self-addressed, stamped 
legal size envelope. 


Lesbian Slide Show Announces Catagories 


"Lesbian Sexuality" and “Lesbians 
in Action" are the competitive cate- 
gories in the 3rd National Lesbian 
Slide Show and Competition scheduled 
for March, 1985. The Show and com- 
petition, sponsored by Herizon, a 
women's social club in Binghamton, 
KY, will encourage the exploration 
of lesbian images and will offer 
lesbian photographers cash prizes. 
The judging will be accomplished by 
lesbian audiences in several US cit- 
ies. 

"We're focusing on sexuality for 
this Show because the national les- 
bian community seems ready to explore 
this area of our lives,” said spokes- 
women N. Meg Glaser. "We are also 
interested in seeing upbeat, ‘action’ 
shots of sports, protests, work, 
or play," she added. 

The guidelines for the Show empha- 
size original color slides, not black 
and white slides or reproductions of 
other photographs or artwork. There 
is an entry fee of $5 per slide (3 


slides per category limit). Cash 
prizes of $100, $50, $25 will be 
awarded to winners in each category. 
For complete guidelines send a self- 
addressed, stamped envelope to NLSSC, 
c/o Herizon, PO Box 1082, Binghamton, 
NY, 13902. The deadline for entries 
is March 1, 1985. 

This is the 3rd year the NLSSC has 
been sponsored by Herizon, a 9-year 
old social club which has recently 
opened a women's space at 213 State 
Street in Binghamton. Proceeds for 


the Show go to the Natalie Barney Fund 


which has funded grassroots lesbian 
Projects such as the Lesbian Herstory 
Archives in New York City. Winners 
in previous shows include Joan E. Bi- 
ran (JEB) of Washington, DC, Marian 
Roth of Provincetown, MA, and Trudy 
Wood of Cazenovia, NY. For informa- 
tion about sponsoring the Show, con- 
tact Herizon Thursday through Satur- 


day evenings at (607)-724-2582 or write 


PO Box 1082, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
For more information:N.Meg Glazer 
(607)724-9218 evenings. 


Over 200 lesbians and other wo- 
men enthusiastically gathered for 
the "Lesbians Considering Children” 
forum which was funded and co- 
sponsored by the Everywoman's Cen- 
ter, the Flower Foundation and 
the Smith College Lesbian Alli- 
ance. 

Central to the day's exchange was 
an empowering and eye-opening film 
"Choosing Children" by Kim Klausner 
and Debra Chasnoff. Full of the 
voices of sensitive advocates, 
mothers, co-parents and children 
speaking for themselves, we were 
led into the homes and everyday 
lives of our people. The pain 
of a boy child's abandonment by 
his mother's lover/co-parent or 
a dyke-extended family's nur- 
turance and commitment to one 
girl child resonated within. 

At various points the crowd roared 
with laughter and delight, ending 
with a cheering standing ovation 
for the filmakers and for each- 
other. 

The presentations by a panel 
of local women covered legal, 
medical, psychological and 
practical issues. Exploring 
the relationship of the child to 
the biological mother, co- 
parent, father/sperm donar and 
government raised interesting 
questions. As of yet, there 
have been no known contract 
violations between a sperm do- 

Nar and a mother. However, there 

is considerable concern about 

legal dangers should a man know 

who received his sperm. Part of 
this is the still prevelant atri- 
tude in the court system that 
children need fathers, Then, too, 
the state can attempt to interfere 
on the (false premise of, for ex- 
ample, neglect based on a par~ ' 
ticluar lifestyle (moving often or 
being poor). This can camaflouge 
its moral judgment of Lesbian house— 
holds. Finally, creating as much 
protection for the family in the 
form of legal documents i.e., wills, 
powers of attorney, etc. was emph- 
atically stressed. 


Lesbians Considering Children 


Alternative Insemination was for- 
Artificial 

mally substituted for 
Insemination to loud approval. 
Caution was advised for those who 
do not want male children as there 
is more than a 50/50 chance of con- 
ceiving them if you are inseminated 
at ovulation. With careful atten- 
tion to charting temperature, mu- 
cus and periods, however, chances 
for bearing females increases when 
insemination is done prior to ovula- 
tion, 

Statistically conception results in 
one year with different methods avail- 
able --sperm banks (expensive) frozen 
and fresh, fresh with a friend to car- 
ry in a warm jar between donar and 
you, gay sperm. Also, strong remind- 
ers to have the health of donars 
checked thoroughly (and medical his- 
tory). Women have been frustrated by 
discovering after a long while that 
the donar was sterile. 

Psychological and practical issues 
were varied. I felt that some of the 
most powerful were: 

1. The difficulty of anticipating 

how much isolation there can 
be and the pain of it. 

2. How much forced back into the 
straight world (schools for 
example) we can be with even 
needing the supports for child 
raising available there. In 
this connection old threats 
to self-identity/pride can re- 
surface. 

3. Couples issues: the reality of 
the day to day struggles of 
parenting. Necessity of being 
in as much agreement about styles 
of raising children as possible. 

4, There is no language describing 
the Lesbian Mother/Household. 
(This article is a perfect ex- 
ample of that!) The stress of 
invisibility and societal denial, 

5. Children don't like to be differ- 
ent and are not necessarily in- 
terested in our political decis-—- 
ions. Culturally they may be made 
to feel lack of fathering and some 
identity insecurity. 

6. Know if you are ready to be a 


single Lesbian Parent. 
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Journey from the Present 


by Kim Keller 


In this part of the country, the 


trees keep better time than calendars. 


I could still feel the heat of the 
Summer when I became aware of the 
trees beginning to bloom in yellow, 
orange and red. Then an insidious 
chill crept into the night air and 
I was perplexed, a little disorient- 
ed, not fully grasping intellectual- 
ly what my senses’ responses to the 
elements insisted was happening: 
Summer, warm days, warm air on skin, 
embracing sunshine, was ending. 
Nights during July, the humidity 
as much as the heat kept me awake: 
I laughed to hear, on a radio news- 
cast at midnight, that the tempera- 
ture was 75°. Days during July, on 
my lunch hour, I picked black rasp- 
berries until my hands appeared 
blood-stained and my ankles, which 
because of the heat I refused to 
swath in long pants, became reddened 
and coarse with poison ivy. The sky 
above the raspberry bushes was tem- 
permental; blue on the good days, a 
blue to purge the senses and, on 
the dreary days, a sluggish gray 
blending to toneless white near the 


edges of the not-so-distant mountains. 


Days during August, when I walked 
home from work in the languid eve- 
nings, I looked for blackberries 
(for raspberries were by then out 
of season). In a month I found only 
one, hidden by the side of the road, 
a blackberry whose solitary sweetness 
was like a lover's kiss. 

Days during August, whether they 
were hot and clear or hot and over- 
cast, were clouded in my mind's eye 
by waking hallucinations... THE SKY 
WAS BLACK. 1 saw the verdant green 
of the trees replaced by a barren- 
ness which split my heart in two. 
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I Saw a wretched white dust swirl 
across the hillsides, as a tortuous 
wind slapped my senses shut and 
strapped itself around my ill-clad 
body like a straitjacket. 
a distant booming, a flash - what 
would happen to me? Would I be 
flung against a tree? Would | live 
to see my skin fall off in shingles 
and my hair (which I've never liked) 


fall out in clumps, ragged as moss 
and as dirty? Nights during August, 
anxiety kept me awake, an anxiety 
which had a name, because it was 
grounded in facts of my biological 
and temporal existence. 

An arms build-up unprecedented in 
American peacetime... 

A disaster too colossal for human 
intelligence to comprehend... 


August quite naturally became 
September, the third week of which, 
amid various other transitions in 
my life, marked the end of summer. 
Yet autumn had never seemed more 
generative to me. Days, afternoons, 
the sunlight teased the colours on 
the trees to astonishing shades; 
the cooler days awakened my sopor- 
ific senses, my heat-ladened limbs. 
October, November - the trees 
struggled to keep their colors, but 
were soon bare. It became decidedly 
colder and, to my distress, my 
body, flesh and bone, began to 
stiffen. My skin began to feel 
dry, like old leaves, and my hair 
seemed coarser. Thus it was, like 
every other December of every other 
year, that I was reminded that I've 
never really Yiked cold weather. 

From other winters which I have 
spent, grumbling and reluctant, in 
New England, I remember snow that 
would have blinded the most clear- 


sighted of women and men. I remem- 
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ber frigid wind that cut between 
my knees like the flat side of a 
polished razor. Yet, now that 
winter has arrived, and will as- 
suredly be here for January, Feb- 
ruary, probably March and even a 
little bit of April too - what am 
I going to do? I do know that the 
cold won't be here forever. Boots, 
Jong underwear, congenial company 
and stimulating conversation are 
all within my abilities to acquire 
or create. This winter, then, may 
not be as difficult as other win- 
ters gone by to negotiate. 

However long it may seem some- 
times, New Englanders know that at 
the end of the cold time, life will 
be reborn and green will return to 
the now empty trees. As for the 
other, imagined winter, I hope | 
will never live to see it. Unlike 
the weather in New England, a 
nuclear winter knows no seasons 
and would be indifferent to sensate 
beings like myself, who inhabit 
this planet. The current nuclear 
stockpiling in the United States 
and the Soviet Union makes a nucle- 
ar accident a greater mathmatical 
possibility, but I will not des- 
pair. I will not despair. I know, 
I sense, I believe in the goodness 
of people and their intrinsic 
strength; I believe in their un- 
breakable bond to each other and to 
nature. The New England winter is 
temporary and can be lived through. 
A nuclear winter, on the other hand, 
is final. No one, nothing, people 
or trees alike, would ever live to 
see another spring. That deadly 
winter, however, can be prevented; 
it WILL be, for a multitude of 
reasons but primarily because, like 
the trees, which keep time and 
change with the seasons, human be- 
ings are made to SURVIVE. 


CHIROPRACTOR 
Dr. Lioyd J. Lachuw 


62 Federal Street 
Greenfield, Mass. 01301 


CALL FOR A 
FREE CONSULTATION. 
774-3348 
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Present Stage 
Offers 


Beginning Acting Classes 


Suzanne Baxtresser of Present Stage 
will once again lead two ten-week 
acting classes for people with little 
or no performing experience. The 
workshops will introduce participants 
to both the skills and the excitement 
that go into acting training and 
performing. A safe and challenging 
workspace is created to cover a large 
range of material; physical and vocal 
exercises, improvisation, ensemble 
work and an introduction to scripts. 

Suzanne Baxtresser is a member of 
Present Stage Theater and has been 
performing and teaching profession- 
ally for 15 years. Her performing 
experience includes work at the NY 
Shakespeare Festival, Minneapolis 


Children's Repertory Theater and 
Reality Theater Boston. She has 
taught theater at Skidmore and Emer- 
son Colleges as well as leading work- 
shops in Europe and South America {nN 
theater techniques. She is a member 
of Present Stage in Northampton and 
has been touring throughout the 
United States in the Present Stage 
Pproduction,"Calamity Jane." 


Each of the three-hour classes 
will meet once a week for ten- 
weeks, beginning the second week of 
February. Two classes will be 
formed; one will meet on Monday 
mo_ynings and will be for women only, 
the other class on Thursday evenings 
will be for men and women. There 
is a fee for the classes. Call Pres- 


ent Stage at 413-586-5886 for addition- 
al information. 
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BY CHRIS MANGAN 


Among the women who came together 
to work on the Not In Our Name ac~ 
tion were many who had previously 
worked on anti-militarist actions 
such as the Women's Pentagon Action 
and the Seneca Peace Camp. The 
politics of Not In Our Name sought 
to expand our analysis by high- — 
lighting the links between feminism 
and economic violence. This empha- 
sis prompted us to choose Wall St. 
as the site of the actions and to. 
target corporate sources of violence 
against women. By focusing on the 
economics of oppression we hoped to 
extend understanding of the connec- 
tions between "isms": militarism, 
classism, racism, anti-Semitism, 
heterosexism, ableism, elitism, etc. 

Articulating these politics was a 
significant challenge; many questions 
were raised: How do we clarify who 
profits from policies of economic 
violence? How to express that mili- 
tarism and violence against people 
of color are bred by the same pro- 


Not In 
Name! 


fiteers? How to honor the diversity 
of women and our common and different 
struggles? How do we express the 
depth of our terror, the power of 
our rage, the breadth of our sorrow? 
How do we create a community of re- 
sistance to inspire us with hope in 
these times? 

The’ Not In Qur Name action was one 
piece of an answer, We are still 
working on finding answers to these 
and other questions day in and day 
out. The action itself received a 
great deal of good press coverage. 

At this point our local Not In Our 
Name group is strategizing about how 
to continue to act on the politics on 
a local level. Some of the ideas we 
are presently considering are: 


1. A study group on multi-national 
corporations, which would deepen our 
analysis of economics, corporate po- 
wer, militarism, racism, etc. 


2. Direct actions against local 
corporations such as Kollmorgen 
(makers of telesccpes for Trident 


subs), General Electric in Pittsfield 
(through encouraging a boycott of 
G.E. consumer goods and actions at 
the Pittsfield plant), against busi- 
nesses selling South African Krug- 
gerands, etc. 


3. Working against intervention in 
Central America by working with the 
Pledge of Resistance, facilitating 
non-violence trainings, encouraging 
participation in the April, days of 
resistance actions in D.C., actions 
at Westover Airforce Base, etc. 


Another piece of work is to con- 
tinue to increase our self-under- 
standing and to build solidarity 
within our community. As a result 
of our evaluation meetings and our 
focus on economic issues, it became 
clear that a dialogue about our per- 
sonal relationships to issues of 
money, class and classism was essen- 
tial. The degree to which class op- 
pression is kept invisible in the 
U.S. and the resulting silence 
around issues of class, work, and 
money has made it difficult for many 


jmpact that our various class 
Pe tude make on our day to day 
experiences and on our feminist per- 
spective. Those of us who were 
raised poor or working class are 
forming a network to continue to 
deal with consciousness raistng 
about these class issues. 

Lastly and very significantly, we 
are working hard to raise money to 
pay off a debt of about $2500. Our 
local group is trying to raise $750 
of that overall action debt. We will 
be holding a benefit dance on Satur- 
day night February 16 at the East 
St. Dance Studio in Hadley from 9pm- 
lam. This is a post-Valentine's Day 
Dance and we invite you to come and 
dance IN YOUR NAME, and help us re- 
pay our loans to local women who 
supported the action. If you can't 
make the dance please make a contri- 
bution to us directly; any amount 
will help. You can send a contribu- 
tion to N.I.0.N., P.0. Box 795, 
Northampton, MA 01061. If you would 


like more information about N.I.0.N., 
such as when and where we meet, 


of us to acknowledge and talk about please call Sheri at 253-2777. 


On November 18 and 19 women from 
throughout the Northeast gathered 
in New York City for a demonstra- 
tion exposing the economic forces 
underlying the oppression of wo- 
men and minorities. The week- 
end was the culmination of months 
of planning. Women representing 
each region had been meeting dur- 
ing weekends using the consensus 
process to develop all of the 
particulars of the action. On 
Sunday, 1,500 women marched 
through the streets of Manhat- 
tan telling of the policies, 
decisions, practices and products 
which are created daily Not In 
Our Names. 


We chose NYC so that we could 
specifically focus upon the role 
of multinational corporations | 
in global oppression. Sunday's 
march targeted four corporations: 
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Upjohn for its production of 
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cenogenic. 


nee i ition as the I_MAKE i 
Citibank for its positio WAKE ofucs 
United State's largest investor a wonens sesh 
in South Africa. VIQLENCE =} 
AGAINST 2 


1 SIN MY NAME, 


eT tere 


i i ding 
ectric for its Tea 

: ae development of Star 
olitation of 


j qlure 
ow for its fat’ 
prer 08 fot Sith 
to 


its female workers: 


Not In Our Name 

Not With Our Money 
Not With Our Bodies 
Not With Our Children 
Not With Our Minds 
Not With Our Lives 


On Monday Morning we gathered at 
the Federal Building to march to the 
New York Stock Exchange. 102 women 
from numerous affinity groups had 
decided to do civil disobedience. 
We sought to disrupt business as 
usual aS much as possible. We sat 
in doorways, performed skits and 
blocked traffic while our Tegal 
supporters sang, chanted and ex- 
plained the purpose of our action 
to bystanders. 


102 of us were arrested and 
taken on busses to Central Booking. 
We used the consensus process through- 
out our stay in the legal system to 
collectively determine just how far 
we would cooperate with this system 
which accused us of the very violence 


and injustice which it perpet 
daily, perpetuates 


Article by Chris Mangan 
Captions by Sheri Simonton 


Photographs by Ellen Shub 
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“Rebellion is as the sin 
of witchcraft." 
-Samuel, I, 15:23 


We can imagine that God and Adam 
assumed their problems with females 
were solved when they ordered that 
first uppity woman, Lilith, from the 
garden for refusing to lie beneath 
any man.) (In fact, the difficulties 
were just beginning. Their second 
attempt, Eve, seemed the perfect 
solution. She seemed so much safer 
than Lilith, being created from 
Adam's rib and all. Besides, she 
was quiet and docile and didn't do 
much but hang around the garden all 
day listening to serpents and fond- 
ling fruit. Their big mistake then, 
as now; was their underestimation 
of Eve, who as we all know was re- 
bellious in her own very effective 
way. She managed, as Lilith had, 
and with a little help from her 
friend the serpent, to get herself 
out of what, after all, must have 
been a pretty boring place. True, 
Adam was stil] tagging along waiting 
for her to make the decisions, but 
her first act was one of rebellion 
and it brought her two precious 
gifts that she would have otherwise 
been denied: knowledge and freedom. 


These two women, our contemporary 
religious ancestors, have left us a 
legacy of defiance, independence and 
originality. Today these qualities 
are available to us for development 
through the astrology of the sign 
Aquarius. The New Moon of the pre- 
sent Lunation Cycle occured in this 
sign of freedom at 9:28 pm, January 
20. Think of the New Moon as the 
birth of the month to follow. It's 
a time for beginnings and what we 
start around the time of the New 
Moon yields results at the Full Moon, 
the peak of the Lunation Cycle. The 
two week cycle between these Moons 
is a time for the growth of our pro- 
jects and plans. The sign of the 
New Moon gives us a direction and 
focus, a way to express and develop 
qualities inherent in all of us, no 
matter when we were born. The zodiac 
offers twelve signs, twelve opportun- 
ities to become whole and complete 
women. Aquarius presents us with the 


chance to become our true and unique 
selves and in a culture where there 
is constant pressure to conform to 
fezale images related more to death 
than life, individuation is no easy 
task. Ronald Reagan, himself an 
Aquarius and unfortunately for us, 
one with all the power in the world 
to express his unique individuality, 
gleefully leads a repressive admini- 
stration in creating a political 
atmosphere that is violent, reaction- 
ary and oppressive. ‘The “Army of 
God" bombs abortion clinics, Haitian 
refugees are imprisioned in detention 
camps, the Supreme Court decides 
whether or not Oklahoma law can per- 
mit school boards to fire teachers 
who advocate a gay lifestyle, and 
the use of degrading and pornogra- 
phic images of women to sell anything 
and everything is increasing at a 
terrifying rate. The most striking’ 
aspect stressing our Aquarius New 
Moon comes from Pluto in Scorpio, 
the planet of coercion and force in 
the sign ofsecrecy and manipulation. 
We must resist this coercion and 
force and refuse to conform to their 
expectations. We must age ney 
ourselves; We Ua p She 
But how to go ae s ee we 
resources? Like Eve and Lilith, 


The 
Feminist 


Forecast: 
Astrological Tidal 


Changes for Women 
of the Valley Region 


must rely on our own innate ability 
to know the truth. 


I remember when I was young, during 
the days of bomb shelters and air 
raid drills in school, watching some 
anti-Soviet propoganda on television. 
This particular film exploited the 
people of the Soviet Union. The 
idea was to show them going about 
their daily business, routine activi- 
ties like shopping, talking, walking 
along the sidewalks of Moscow. The 
emphasis was on their faces - no one 
was smiling. This was *he proof. 

How could a government that allows, 
even creates such misery in its 
citizens be any good? For the last 
few years I've been noticing average 
U.S. citizens as they go about their 
daily routine activities - shopping, 
moving about from place to place, 
waiting in cars for lights to change 
.-. and do you know what? Your 
guessed it - with an occasional rare 
exception, no one is smiling. Every- 
one looks grim, especially in the 
morning on the way to work. Test 

it for yourself. Look around and 
you will know the truth. This is 
the challenge of Aquarius: resist 
being convinced by lies and decep- 
tion, have faith in what’ you know 
jis the truth. The deck is stacked 
against us but Aquarius gives us, 
Vike Eve and Lilith, the gifts of 
knowledge and freedom. Our survival 
depends on finding the courage to 
rebel against indignity, insults 
and oppression. 


February brings major astrological 
activity that will last well beyond 
the present Lunation Cycle into the 
future. These influences will bring 
about adverse changes for women in 
the area of abortion, civil rights, 
divorce, the courts, finances and 
business. There will be danger of 
loss through fraud and treachery and 
more of us will be the victims of 
assault, turn to addictive drugs for 
relief, and be confined in institu- 
tions against our wills. Help comes 
from the planet Jupiter, symbol of 
faith and hope in the future and our 
ability to change it. This expansive 
sphere of beautiful gases gives us 
the optimism to work things through. 
Mercury's helpful influence comes 
through the use of our wits, commun i- 
cating and persuading, fast talking 
and thinking. Both these planets 
rule the mental realms, Mercury, our 
ability to receive and transmit in- 
formation, and Jupiter, our ability 
to find the meaning behind it. Both 
these functions are instrumental in 
meeting the Aquarian challenge. I'd 
like to take this opportunity to Say 
a few words about the much talked 
about Age of Aquarius, the very be- 
ginnings of which we are already 
living. Don't be fooled by the 
rhetoric about equality for all. 
Aquarius was originally ruled by 
Saturn, planet of limitations and 
conservatism. This ringed sphere 
likes nothing new and progressive, 

preferring the tried and true way. 
Ronald Reagan is a stunning example 
of what the Age of Aquarius could 
truly be. George Orwell warned us 
of it years aga in 1984, a year that 
unmistakably belonged to Ronald Rea- 
gan. So once again, we must not 
allow ourselves to be deceived, even 
when the message comes packaged with 


by Elizabeth Gordon 


a lotus blossom and a kiss. Jesus 
was betrayed with a kiss. Trust your 
own perceptions and take orders or 
direction from no one, no matter how 
much or what kind of authority they 
seem to have. This is the Aquarian 
way. 


More immediately, the first days 
of the month bring a mixture of ra- 
pid and potentially overpowering 
energies. The first week is de- 
finitely a time for maintaining a 
low profile. Neptune appears once 
again as fraud and deception perme- 
ate our environment, especially in 
the area of our intimate relation- 
ships and independent activities and 


projects. Don't be too trusting, 
wait before getting involved and 
making committments. Social events 
can be confusing and disappointing. 
Pluto reverses its direction and 
goes even more underground than it 
usually is. Coercion, force and 
manipulation become more subtle and 
therefore more powerful. Don't sign 
anything or make any agreements or 
purchases no matter how difficult it 
is to resist. Communication will be 
full of manipulation and travel will 
be dangerous. On the more positive 
side, Jupiter moves into Aquarius 
and the Sun is harmoniously involved 
with Uranus, the new ruler of Aquar- 
jus. These benefic influences will 
reestablish our connection to the 
New Moon and bring us to the main 
event of the month, the Full Moon of 
February 5 at 10:18 am. She is in 
Leo and is just what the doctor or- 


dered, for Leo is the sign of strength, 


courage and most importantly, joy. 
Romance is in the air, pleasures of 
all kinds abound, creative energy is 
at a peak, children are a delight 
and we can have great fun expressing 
ourselves for the sheer joy of it. 
We may meet someone new and exciting 
and fall in love. A painting or a 
poem may turn out more beautifully 
and perfectly than expected. We feel 
glamourous and life seems wonderful- 
ly dramatic. All this has the po- 
tential of transforming us and free- 
ing us from patterns that are old, 
outworn and useless. For the time 
being, we are able to forget our 
problems and worries and laugh at 
the creeps in the White House, for 
ours is a women's revolution - joy 


and pleasure and love. Picture this: 
Eve and Lilith are throwing a party 
and we're invited. Jupiter and the 
Sun, both in Aquarius, are ready to 
provide us with great entertainment. 
Uranus in Sagittarius brings sparkle, 
humor, excitement and the unexpected. 
Over the horizon comes the guest of 
honor, the Moon, full and round, lu- 
minous and wonderful to behold. She 
invites us-to surrender to her powers 
by expressing ourselves fully and 
delightfully, the more spontaneously 
the better. She gives us the chance 
to celebrate and to choose life and 
love. 

_ Playing, dancing, singing, perform- 
ing, loving - all will allow us the 
ultimate in creative and joyful setf- 
expression. If we can realize these 
qualities we will understand what 

the sign Leo has to offer. Through 
this wonderful Full Moon we Can be 
and feel the originality and free 
Spirit promised by the Aquarian Ne\ 
Moon. There is no limit to how oe 


imaginations can express our unique- 
ness. What better way to revolt 
against the powers of sorrow and 
death than by being joyful and crea- 
tive? &mma Goldman said that if she 
couldn't party at the revolution it 
wasn't worth it. &mma, Eve and Li- 
Jith, you and me and al) our friends 
partying, playing and loving under a 
bright, fiery and deliciously Full 
Moon just like we used to a long, 
long time ago. Remember? 


The astrological tides and weather 
are fairly calm with only a few minor 
disturbances on the 8th and 16th. 
The afternoon of the 18th brings the 
rising tides for the New Moon of 
Feb. 19th at 1:43 pm. This Lunation 
Cycle begins with the dreamy and mys- 
tical water sign Pisces. It is an 
influence very conducive to projects 
and plans having to do with our in- 
ner lives. The main message of 
Pisces is the realization that we 
do not experience the world directly, 
we experience an awareness of the 
world. Subjective reactions, inter- 
Nal images. The importance of under- 
standing this concept and accepting 
it as true becomes obvious after a 
few minutes of mulling it over. The 
realization of its meaning can change 
our lives as well as resulting in 


things making more sense than ever 
before. 

The Lunation itself is nearly 
perfect, glowing with harmonious 
aspects, making it easy for us to 
understand her message. So in the 
middle of what often seems the 
bleakest month of the year we are 
presented with the perfect oppor~ 
tunity to make an inner journey, to 
discover how our inner worlds affect 
our outer world. Remember, after 
coming to know the sign Pisces we 
will no longer think in terms of 
the outer world, as there really 
Tsn't one, only our experience of 
the world truly exists. 

Our Pisces New Moon occurs in our 
region in the ninth house, where we 
form our personal system of ethics 
and philosophy, our personal idea 
of the world. This placement offers 
the perfect compliment to the message 
of Pisces and is no accident as they 
are both ruled by the same planet, 
Jupiter. Realizing that the world 
is really my world and your world, 
the establishment of an ethical and 
moral frame of reference for our 
behaviors and actions takes on ex- 
treme importance. It is the opinion 
of this astrologer that feminism, 
true feminism and not a co-opted ver- 
sion, is the best system of ethics 
for us as women in this world. If 
we are faithful to its truths and 
guidelines we cannot go wrong. If 
we are unfaithful there is no choice 
for us other than something that has 
come from sexist minds and this means 
inherent problems for us. 

This thought brings us full circle 
home to Aquarius and the idea that 
we must always believe our percep- 
tions are valid and what we know to 
be true is true. For helping us 
with this Monumental task there jis 
Nothing more reliable and dependable 
than feminism. Welcome home. 


[93 : 
Copyright 1985 High Altitudes, Inc, 


A Monthly Feature of the vwv 


ee LE a 


Local 


I am standing (in New Haven, 
Ct.) on the corner of Shelton and 
Bassett Streets, a decent enough 
neighborhood, but hard-luck too, 
because of the fact that the Wel- 
fare and Food Stamp offices are 
located nearby. There's a song, 
called "The Naughty Lady of Shady 
Lane,” running we my head, 
maybe heca-3e@ Im holding 
my 9-day-old baby named Booker T. 
4 is the Mills Brothers and not 
the Ames Brothers who actually 
recorded the ditty, who are 
singing it in my memory from child- 
hood. (I'm 39 and remember the 
song from when I was growing up. 
The "Naughty Lady" turns out to 
be a cute 9-day-old). 

Booker is dozing. It‘s warm, 
unseasonably, in September, 1982. 
We're waiting for the social worker 
from the Department of Children 
and Youth Services to come as 
agreed upon in a recent telephone 
conversation of about 15 minutes 
before. 

Instead, however, of trans- 
porting me back to the place 
where I was staying and had left 
due to a squabble, they cross the 
street (5 of them, 3 plainclothes- 
men, and 2 social workers) and 
someone, Joan Pollack, I believe, 
says, "You're under arrest.” This 
is a shock. Somewhat later, after 
arrival, not at police headquarters 
but at DCYS headquarters, the baby 
is snatched from my arms. An "OTC" 
has been shown to me, telling me 
that my undamaged, unmolested nur-- 
sing baby is now legally-for a 10- 
day period- to be ward of the 
State of Connecticut. 

Demanding to talk to the 
judge, protests, nothing worked. 

] am left to wander the streets. 
In the squabble with the land- 
lady my purse containing $184.00 
was stolen. I call her. “Why, | 
spent it on clothes to be sent 
with the baby," she (Sp. viddect, 

Technically, I am homeless. 
The "landlady" was a women into 
whose home J had signed myself-- 
desperate after S days to get 
out of the hosoital. where in 
aV1, 19 sepavate doctors on staff, 
not to mention nurses, were con- 
Stantly “evaluating” me. I want 
to emphasize, though, the sister- 
hood | sensed from the nurses- but 
that belongs in another article. 
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The money was to get back to 
an apartment I had rented and which 
Was waiting for me and where I now 
live in Northampton, Mass. 

Shocked and grieving, that's 
the condition (an entirely nor- 
mal one under the circurstances) 
that I found myself in when I went 
to the home of a mere chance 
acquaintance and was taken in. 

But three days later the mastitis 
(due to being unable to express 
the milk) which developed needed 
medical attention (I'd been in 
the hospital so long partly be- 
Cause of a nasty phlebitis which 
developed a couple of days after 
delivery when I was otherwise 
ready to leave). 

The shock and grief had only 
temporarily” subsided, and now nad St 
in, but good. Legal assistance didn't 
want the case. My fight was gone. 

I Yet them take me to a mental ward, 
another part of the hospital where 
I'd been so recently, and gave up 
on trying to think straight from 
sheer exhuastion. 

"But she doesn't have herpes," 
said one of the nurses, "the test 
results are all negative.” The ques- 
tion is why was I still on the sur- 
gical floor where the herpes victims 
are placed after childbirth instead 
of being transferred three days after 
the last and negative test results 
are back? 

A major triumph~a "normal" 
vaginal delivery after a previous 
c-section has been followed by dis- 
appointment--that of being separ- 
ated from the child and of his not 
being able to be brought to me to 
be nursed. (The surgical floor is 
a "dirty" floor in medical terms: 

A newborn baby cannot be allowed 

on it.) Each time it is time to 
nurse, a maternity nurse has to 
leave her duties on the third or 
fourth floor and come upstairs with 
a wheelchair (rules are rules) to 


fetch me down to the nursery and the 
lights are glaring. 

But as each time I'm down at 
the nursery I can't help but no- 
tice that there are some empty 
beds on the floor and as the test 


results aren't positive, the nurses 
are themselves mystified (not to men- 
tion tired) of hauling me down and 
having to return with me every 

two hours or so as I am. 


fom 
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Grace Newman 


Capri 
ar Salas Woman lincain 
HAMPSHIRE LINCCLIE MERCURY, INC. 
HieSAPSHIRE YOYOTA CO. 
290 Klirg Street 


shally Gardiner 
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Specializing in 
Women’s Health Care 


‘/_ Rebecca Birkel, C.Ac. 
Chr CE ist Treatment withthis Ad 


Woman Seeks Support 


It was pressure from these 
nurses that finally got me put on 
maternity floor. A phlebitis had 
developed above the knee and it 
was general knowledge ‘that in 
spite of everything I'd have a 
longer stay than was required by 
my overall good condition. 

These events took place in 
September, 1982. I've travelled 
the 90 mites between New Haven 
and Northampton for two years 
and 4 months now to visit the 
baby who is still in foster care. 

I've had a stable home en- 
vironment during that time and 
the real thrill? of knowing that 
Booker--who cannot speak for him- 
self yet--looks forward to seeing 
me. But the Department of Child 
and Youth Services notified me on 
December 11, 1984, byacertified 
letter containing a termination 
of parental rights, that their 
plan is to adopt him. The night- 
mare continues, so to speak. 

Pleasewrite to me if you feel 
this is a violation of the child's 
rights, as well as mine c/O JH, 


I have had so Tittle opportunity, no 
trial period in which to prove or 
demonstrate my fitness or lack there- 
of. With the exception of the six- 
hour visits with Booker as often as 
time and money permit, no other 
contact is permitted. He has never 
been allowed in my home as it is 
out-of-state, and such visits must 
be approved by the Department of 
Social Services of Massachusetts, 
Northampton Division. I failed 

that test. ( My housemates re- 
sented the intensive and lengthy 
questions and "were uncooperative." 


A social worker lied in my tace, as 
did her supervisor, by telling me 
the “home study" would be positive.) 
He has been out-of-state several 
times, to Maine and South Carolina, 
with his foster family, but not 
here. 

I'm as anxious’ as anyone for 
my child to have a ‘permanent home. 
I insist that there's none superidér 
to the one I can provide him. 


None of us at the VWV have further 
information about these occurences. 
If there is anyone in the community 
an/or in social services who can shed 
some light on the situation, please 
contact J.H. at the Valley Women's 


Voice. 
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Ene V adylvey 
Women’s Voice 
is seeking to 
hireawork/ study 
student to do 
bookkeeping and 
general office 
work 5 hours 
per week for 
the spring 1985 
semester. This 


same woman MUST 
be able to work 
10-15 hours per 
week during the 
fall semester. 


Sunpay I1-$ 


OLL CCTIVE 456-6425 artn 
ti OPES 25 Mean Se, Acdecort Oe; 


Food For Thought 


bee Fi corde 
cards, posters, etc. 


Women's Studies © Men's Studies 
Social Change © Appropriate Tech. 
Children © Health © Fuod 
Agriculture © Nuclear Threat 


Sign up for an 
internship, 


membership 


mat. 10-4 th til® an t2-5 


Food For Theught Books 
67 N. Pleosant St 
Amherst, Mass. 253-5 


ASZ 


Valley Women’s 


Voice 


Psychiatric Center 


The iris you gave me mark the day, 

its clear distress - deep blue, 
spiders of orange on the petals' lips. 
Our patients are in love with pain. 
Last week one took a buck knife 


oy 


We are happy to present to all 
our readers the five winning poems 
of our 1984 Poetry Contest. First 
prize of $50 was awarded to "Psychi- 
atric Center" by Michelle Gillett 
who lives in Stockbridge, MA, Second 
prize of $25 goes to "Hats," written 
by Sibyl] James of Seattle, WA. Third, 
fourth and fifth prize winners were 
awarded free one-year subscriptions 
to the Valley Women's Voice. Res- 
pectively, the winning poems are: 
"Sunflowers" by Stephanie Harris of 
Chicago, IL; "Maria Bonnifemme Died ~ 
in 1672" by Elaine Dallman of Reno, 
NV; and "Shedding Skin" by Mary 
Hart of Boston, MA. Congratulations 
to our winners, and thank you to the 
many people who submitted poems to 
our contest. We received nearly 
350 entries from all over the U.S.- 
a response much greater than any we 
had ever imagined! 

The contest was judged by Sarah 
Sloane who is a graduate student in 
the MFA program at UMass/Amherst. 

We are all very grateful to Sarah 

for the time and energy she put into 
judging this contest. She says it 
wasn't an easy task, especially 

given the high quality and diversity. 
in style of the entries (and the 
sheer number of poems to be read!). 


———— 
— rr 


and stuck it in his back. A clean, unbloody wound Thanks, Sarah! 
close to the spine's small wheels. 


I snip the iris stems, arrange them 

in a vase beside the window. 

I keep thinking of the boy 

with the knife in his back, 

how he leaned across the dresser to brace 

his body for the blade, knuckles turning white 
as he aimed the handle. 


I want everything made whole again, 

your breath against my hair, 

your fingers undoing the buttons of my dress. 
But when you bend to kiss me, 

‘I turn my head - too tired now 

to begin anything again. 


by Michelle Gillett 


Women don't wear than. They cover their hair with shawls in church, 
go bare-headed the rest of the week and never get sunstroke. 


Men reed hats. They like the shade across their eyes, the creased angle 

in their foreheads. The sweat mms dam inside the band. Warm and saltw 
it reminds then of the sea. They like the sea. then they're old enough’ 
they sit beside it until neon, when children come to lead them home to, mean 
and hot tortilias. Afterwards, they sleep, with hats across their faces 

to stop the light. ‘Their breath turns moist and sweet inside the straw. 


These are ordinary men with simple hats. One crease in the crown, the sides 
of the brim rolled up. These men build roads and walls. They haul fat nets 
inside the boats. Their stripped backs shine against the sin. 


Mariachis wear big velvet hats, with loops around the brim and colored 
pom-poms, like decorations on cheap drapes. I saw five wearing stetsons 

made of leopard skin, the way some men will line the dashboards of their cars 
I saw one singer with a stomach larger than his hat, The brims are deep : 
rolled bowls. The men pour out like fruit beneath then. 


A mariachi rolls a ball of grease, the size of inarble i i 
’ s, in his hands, 
Runs his fingers through black hair. The hat attaches. His fioasweeae 


twists and curls like skinny whiskers on ili . < 
; : ‘ a sm Z . 
He slides them into tight pants, iling cat. He wipes his thighs, 


Every mariachi sings of love, Their hats wei 


Every woman laughs behind her hands. gh down their hearts. 


by Sibyl James 


cuntrlowers 3 


I painted my room at Arles once: , 
the rounn reod Thoor, chair full of splinters. : 

The colors are all wrong, you said, 

aya the valis slant inwards. 

I breathe betver out-of-doors, 


peinting right into the sun, risking blindness. Poetr 
The villaze doctor worries absut the etfects of sun, 


the Arlecisns say I'm crazy. 


Do you vemember our quarrel last summer? 
aveone “ir my “room, I.cut off an ear, 

and sent it to some woman, 

but it wes.meent for you. 


Burning suns don't belong in a night sky, you said, -ontest 
next to tne cold, white purity of the stars. 


You escaped to Tahiti in search of serenity, 
coal waters and dark trees. 

There you paint the Tahitian women, 

the gold o: their bodies. 

How calm they are, warmtn without fire. 


And I paint sunflowers, sunflowers, 

for breekiast I eat sun, 

sun pries my eyes vpen, makes them sce. 

I dip my brushes in it, my love burns yellow. 


by Stephanie Harris 
| 
4 MARIA BONNIFEMME DIED IN 1672 : 


Her aunt used to say Maria glided her tongue 
across stone walls. 
She needed coolness. She was five. 


at Moving behind their gauze screen, she turns 
CC —— within the cloistering family; 
she (or someone) poisons that aunt, two uncles. 
a younger brother. 


An adolescent, she visits the hospital: 
the softness of small firm breasts, 

her saint-like thinness, are noted. 
Four patients die. 


The black frocked men of the town 
know Maria is the betrayer: 

5 “Burn out the roots 
which terrify women and men." 
They sign this statement. 

shedding Skin 

Then they watch the movement 
to the right, to the left, of fire. 
Trance-watching is burning her to nakedness. 
They watch the fire's 


iis skin js light end empty, play with the blistering skin. 

caught at high water : 

in a mess of pollen and grass. In 1676, protecting themselves with toads, people 
Together they've floated dig in the wheat fields away from the town, 

near to my feet. to find her bones. 

What insect was he? She has given proof: the poisonings continue. 
Bred on summer's stagnant water, 

growing fat on jts vily skim They take charred bones. 

that shimsiered rotten colors place the relics before faces of plaster 

in the mid-day sun. in front of the altars. 


They genuflect. They ignite incense. 
His husk left like a fossil, 
left like chaff, ‘ by Elaine Dallman 
showing the belly-slit 
where he crawled out 
of transparent skin. 


e to form 


3 and lds m 
My skin ho ee 


as firmly es the wi 
of a adressmaker's aummy. 


ei £ 
when I crawl out, 
it will not be so bloodless. : 


by Mary Hart 


a I ns a i i RN 
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Seneca, continued from page 1 


always been committed to creating a 
Space for all women to feel comfort- 
able without fear of arrest. This 
meant agreeing to invest thousands 
of dollars to install basic water, 
sewage and electric systems. Women 
made large loans to pay these and 
other summer expenses. On August 

8, 1984, the Women's Encampment for 
a Future of Peace and Justice was 
granted a yearly renewable health 
permit to operate a safe, permanent, 
legal campqround. 

The Seneca Encampment has relied 
heavily on the false assumption that 
women who had little direct contact, 
and busy lives in their own commun- 


ities, could maintain active support. 


An inadequate and often innaccurate 
flow of information has created 
myths, rumours, and disinterest 
about the Encampment among some sec- 
tors of the women's and peace com- 
munities. It has sometimes created 
a sense of isolation for women who 
live on the land. The large debt 
results from many fewer women coming 
to the land and being involved. This 
is due in large part to lack of in- 
formation and movement invisibility. 


In 1984, women began construction 
required to meet Seneca County Health 
Dept. camping permit regulations. 
These had become more strict since 
we clearly stated our desire to be- 
come permanent. The Encampment has 


Consultation and Workshops 
Sexual Harassment 9° Anti-semitism 


; : BP ag, SON 
{ Equity Institute, Inc. } SUBSCRIBE To 
THE Vwy Topay | 

on 

i Racism ® Sexism © Classism 

| ® Employment Discrimination ° 

i Equity Institute, Inc., 

( 


Box 458 
Amherst, Mass 01004 
413-256-6902 


Resentaty Chi'shph_, 
HUA. Counsel ling 

To resolve issues of loss, conflict, anger, 
depression, need for spiritual direction 
or life change. 

Lesbian Feminist Therapist 

1) years experience in counseling 

For individuals, couples in conflict, familses 

Cost: $20.00-$35.00/session (1% hours, 

sliding scale Call: 367-2087 
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Early Childhood Materials q % | 
és oft, 
Featuring a wide variety of toys, games, ca) = iy 
books, puzzles, records and tapes, including “2, & 2) 
a selection of multi-cultural and non-sexist le, 4° 
: ' 
30 Main St, Amherst 256-1509 roe 
Hours: Mon. - Sat. 9:30-5:30 eae. es 
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<3 Music 


90-92 King Street (Rte. 5), Northampton 
Good Advice, Honest Price Our Sth Year 


Common Wealth 
Printing 
A workers’ cooperative 


Full offset printing services 
From business cards to baoks 
Camera services—stats, PMTs, veloxes 
Typesetting—74 fonts 


. NOURISHING 
47 East St, Hadley, MA 01035 R A. Cc. THE SOURCE 
{413] 584-2536 
Member United Electrical Workers Local 264 NORTHAMPTON = 
584-3887 
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sleeping bag and any money tnat 
you can contribute. 

Plans for the future include a 
Mother's Day action, a live food 
fasting program, a major weekend 
of women's protest and celebration 
at either the Fourth of July or 
Labor Day, a day in solidarity with 
peace camps internationally and 
firewalking. The Encampment is 
always open now as a space for di- 
rect action, workshops, spiritual 
services, talking to people unfami- 
liar with feminism and non-violence, 
programming on nuclear issues in 
the surrounding area, monitoring 
military transports at the Depot, 
living and working on the land, 
learning about herbal healing, and 
women supporting each other's 
strengths. 

To receive information about the 
"JANE DOE“ newsletter, or to make a 
contribution, please contact: 


SENECA ENCAMPMENT 
5440 RT. 96 
ROMULUS, NY 14541 


Our phone number is 607-869-5825, 
To make tax-deductible contribu- 
tions over $25, please contact us 
in advance, 


Some of the women currently living 
on the land feel that it is possible 
to activate a loose regional or even 
national women's peace network, link- 
ing with the empowering vibrancy of 
European women's peace camps and 
peace movement. There are 7,000 
names on the Encampment mailing list. 
The potential for connecting the 
power and vision of each woman who 
passed through the land is yet to 
be realized. A new, four-page news- 
letter, "JANE DOE," may help Seneca 
stay alive. The $32,000 debt is 
mostly for one-time expenses and, 
in the future, overhead will drop 
greatly. This month the peace camp 
is initiating a major organizing 
mailing and phone tree to reconnect 
with thousands of Seneca Encampment 
women. We are open to all energy 
and ideas. We will be asking for 
small monthly pledges of $5 - $10 
in order to create a stable income 
to budget by realistically. We are 
considering useful sales items and 
cottage industry products to generate 
income on-land. In the fall, women 
picked apples to make food money. Wo- 
men are most welcome at the Encamp- 


ment now. Brina your toothbrush, 


SS re Vee ZZ WET TOLL Lc Ls LLL 
STRUCTURAL No SYSTEMIC THERAPY | 
WITH INDIVIDUALS, COUPLES,FAMILES | LYN N ZASH ] N, M. Ds 
and 


MARGARET KIERSTEIN || | AMY JACOBSON, P.A.-C 
LICENSED CERTIFIED SOCIAL WORKER 
& Family Practice && 
ORGANIZATIONAL CLINICAL 
CONSULTATION SUPERVISION 


33 RIDDELL STREET 
GREENFIELD, MA 01301 
(413) 774-2738 


I lang and Health Through ay 


Acupuncture 


Offices in Greenfield & Northamptoo 


SLIDING FEE SCALE 


(413) 665-3716 


Sharen Weizenbaum 


PLEASANT JOURNEY 
The Alternative in the Valley ~ 
The Best Selection << 
of Toyotas Around 


Comer of Pisagzant and Conz St. 


Northampton, Mo. 
(443) 536-8150 
(Gob, Jolin ond Mork) 


Monday through Friday 9-6 


Saturday 10-5 
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Sarah Dreher, Ph.D.° Elisabet Brook R42 ; 


Edy 
Feminist therapists, serving individual i 
{ 


women and lesbian couples, 
Eclectic. Sliding Scale. Insurance accepted 


21 Valley View Dr., Amherst, 256-8397 
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Lesbians for a Chan 


(} 4 group offers awonde 
Lesbiavis for a chang 


ie ange - A therapy group 
— uy oe w) pass — you rself; to grow and make chan Res. 
be _# A exinning Thurs. March 7 in Amberst. 
Practicing individual, group, and couples 
more information call: 253-2822 


Facilitated by Tetty F. Gorfine 
therapy in Amherst for 5 yrs. For 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Ae COMMUNITY PUBLICATIONS: announces 

the publication of the Sth "New 
England Guide for Gay Males and 
Lesbians." The Guide can be pur- 
chased for $4.95 through Community 
publications, 310 Franklin St., 
Suite 285, Boston, MA 02109. All 
Guides will be sent in a plain 
envelope via first class mail. 


WE FREE PUBLICATION: "Comin 
to Your Parents," a ibspage Beak 
Tet published for Lesbians and 
gay men who are considering com- 


| { 

MEFREE CONCERT; ALL WOMEN WELCOME: DM DANCE! DANCE! eae 
Debbie Fier with Jean Fineberg on UR alae aS Re a a 
sax and flute, and Nydia Mata on a oe Sa or siding 
: : congas and i i Magic F; 
Hee out = their parents. For a poh Sat Save Hal] ae smith Geviege scale admission $2 - 10. Old 
size BASE to erent 2 _business~ in N'ton, Hall is wheelchair School Commons, corner of Main 
Boe tT ak Gade Bad, accessible; bathrooms are not and South Sts. in N'ton, 3rd 

ox 15711, Philadelphia, PA "19103. Sponsored by F.L.O.W.E.R. Foundation Floor. Wheelchair accessible, 
and the Smith Lesbian Alliance. all women welcome. Disco, mo- 
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SPARENTS WITHOUT PARTNERS: holds 
general meetings and orientation 
for prospective members starting 
in March, on the 3rd Tuesday of 
every month at the Super Stop and 
Shop in Hadley. Same meetings and 
orientation will be held starting 
in March on the 4th Tuesday of 
every month at the Gables in So. 
Deerfield. For more info, contact 
Lou at 863-2156 or Rose at 584- 
7487. The next meetings are on 
Feb 19 at the S & S in Hadley and 
on Feb 27 at the Gables. 


W.E.B. COLLECTIVE (Woman Energy 
in the Berkshires) and the Friends 
of Alice 8. Toklas present Alix 
Dobkin on Sat., Feb 2 at 8pm in an 
evening of woman-identified music 
for women only. Pittsfield Girls’ 
Club Auditorium, East St., Pitts- 
field. Tickets $5 in advance, $6 
at the door, available at Womonfyre 
Books in N'ton. Signed for the 
hearing impaired and wheelchair 
access. For more info call 
1-447-9776. 


NEW ALEXANDRIA LESBIAN LIBRARY: 
“presents Readings for Blind Les- 
bians on Sunday, Feb 3 at 2:30 pm. 
Readers performing their original 
works: Aya, Sky Wild, Alyssa, 
Kol, Bet Birdfish, Bonnie Atkins. 
$2.00 donation, $3 with nutrici- 
ous refreshments. Entrance and 
rooms are wheelchair accessible, 
but the bathroom is not. For 
directions call 584-7616. 


from the women who brought you the 
foredy Night - watch for a Valentine's 
Yay Dance, featuring Mary Veo as D.d., 
a return engagement of Kitty Carnet 
and several comic interruptions. 


Lesbrans for Change - entitles a 
l2-week therapy group for lesbians 
who wish to make some changes or ex- 
plore some issues in their lives. 

A group offers a wonderful and valid 
format for change, Begins Thurs, 
March 7 in Avherst. For more infor- 


mation, call Tetty Gorfine at 253-2822. 


HM internship available - Lifeline 
Institute, Inc., a non-profit agency 
Providing therapy and education to 

all sexual lifestyles is seeking an 
‘ntern to conduct a feasibility study 
which will be included in all grants 
for funding, Working with Lifeline 
WITT give you the opportunity to 

‘earn how to begin an agency/business 
and learn how the social service 
System functions. College credit 
aWailabte, For information call 
Lifeline at 253-2922. 


Hiinae Every Unmarried Couple (Les- 


san, Gay or Straight) Living Toge- 
=er, Uught to Know About The Law: 
an evening with Attorney Bill Hart 
‘0 discuss the issues all unmarried 
tpables need to know about, about 
oe Co-sponsored by Lifeling 
‘stitute of Amherst, offering non- 
Sexist Psychotherapy and education 
to all sexual lifestyles, and the 
Sdlerian Educational Center. Tuesday 
March 12 at the Jones Library in 
Fuherst. Fee $3.00, 


K800 PARTY: Food for Thought 


300ks will host a book party cele- 
brating the publication of A Com- 
Ss is as Precious as a ging 
edling by Mila Aguilar on Thurs, 
Feb 28. The author is a Filipina 
Poet currently imprisoned for her 
Vocal opposition to the Marcos 
Sovernzent. Speakers will include 
Barbara Smith, black feminist au- 
thor from Kitchen Table: Wgmen 
Of Color Press, and Delia Aguilar, 
Sister of the author and repre- 
Sentative from Friends of the _ 
ilipino people. The evening will 
begin at the Unitarian Church on 
Boltwood Walk in Amherst at 7pm _— 
and will be followed by a reception 
at Food for Thought Books at 67 
Ko. Pleasant St. in Amherst. 


Miso's Bisexual Support Group is 


meeting until further notice at 
the Bangs Community Center, Bolt- 
wood Walk, Amherst, on Thursday, 
Feb. 21 at 7:30 pm. We are an 
informal group of women who do not 
feel we belong in a collegiate bi- 
sexual group. We are not a eclin- 
ically oriented "therapy group." 


Our group goals are still evolving, 
and we are open to visitors and new 


members. For further information 
call (413) 545-2436 and leave a 
message or send SASE c/o VWV, EWC 


Wilder Hall, UMass, Amherst, MA 01003. 


Meetings every 3rd Thursday of the 
month. : 


APFINELINE CARDS: a Lesbian Vine 
of high quality full color greeting 


cards and notecards has emerged. 
Fineline Cards is for today's Les- 
bian woman. All of the cards are 


images of Lesbian women, photographed 
through a woman's eye. If you don't 


see them in your area bookstore, 
ask for them, Or contact: 2315 
E. Olympic Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 
90021. Dealer inquiries welcome. 


WC wowen's words: a new publication 


provides timely, comprehensive in- 
formation about books by women for 
women. Ten issues a year for $12. 
Contact: Kathy McLaughlin, 8 Fort 


Point St., #12, East Norwalk, CT 
06855. 


Mh HUNAN SERVICE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: 


lork one-to-one with parents exper- 
iencing difficulties by providing 
support, information, and guidance. 
Parents of young children willing 
to share that experience are parti- 


cularly needed. Training and super- 


vision provided. Call Children's 
Aid and Family Service at 584-5690. 


CHILD ABUSE HOTLINE: for Hamp- 
shire and Franklin Counties . 
Monday - Friday, 8:45am - 5pm the 
number is 1-800-842-5905. During 
other times the number to call is 
1-800-792-5200. 


We Law CONFERENCE FOR WOMEN: Western 


New England College School of Law 


presents its annual "Career Confer- 


ence for Women Considering Law 
School" on Sat., Feb 9 from 9am- 
4:30 pm. Admission is free and 


free childcare is provided. Advance 


registration is recommended. For 


more information call 413-782-3111, 


ext. 406. In case of a blizzard, 
it will be postponed until Feb 16. 
Western NE College is located in 
Springfield, MA. 


WOMAN SHEL TER/COMPANERAS : needs 
volunteers. A shelter in Holyoke 


for battered women and their cniic- 


ren needs caring and committed 
volunteers to answer the hotline, 
spend time in shelter with women 
and their children, and work on 
fundraising and community educa- 
tion. Training is provided. Bi- 
lingual/bicul tural voluteers are 
especially needed. For more int 
cal] 536-1629 by Tuesday, Feb. »- 


MnecessITIes/NECESIDADES: i 
looking for women who can provide 
short-term shelter for battered 
women. Especially needed are 
Lesbian and/or Spanish speaking 
safe-homes. Please call 586-1125 
for more info. 


MH NECESSITIES/NECESIDADES: busca 


mujeres que pueden proveer refugio 


lazo para una mujer 
eer ewncee Se Dee est especial - 
mente hogares seguros de Lesbianas 
y/o lenguaje espatiol. Para mas 
informacién, por favor Ilame a 
586-1125. 


ea Woman's Guide to the Abuse 
Prevention Act," is naw available 
for distribution. Cost is $3.00 
Per copy. Copies in Spanish are 


to be available soon. Contact the 
Massachusetts Coalition of Battered 


Women Service Groups, 25 West Ste, 
5th Floor, Boston, MA 02111. 


Kithe Lesbian Photo ID Show, 
funded by the Flower Foundation, 
Inc., is an attempt to change. the 
way people/viewers perceive art 
and women's images. The project 
will consist of 25 Lesbians, hope- 
fully, in the 1985 Lesbian/Gay 
March, each with her "Lesbian ID" 
Pinned on. Hopefully, by making 
the ideas and work more accessible 
this will make people think about 
the use of women in photographs, 
but, most importantly, about the 
words Lesbian and Lesbian License 
and what it means to be a Lesbian. 
Each woman phtographed will work 
with the phtographer on what she 
wants to express. For more info, 
please call Susan at 665-7710. 


* A conference on Genes and Gender 
V, Women's Work and Changing Tech- 
nology will be held on March 30, 
1985 from 9am - 6pm at Hunter 
College- West Tower, NY, NY. Re- 
gistration is $7.50; $5 for senior 
citizens and students. Contact 
Georgine Vroman, 2365 E. 13th St. 
(Apt. 6U), Brooklyn, NY 11229 
for more information. 


Wh the 3rd National Women in Print 
Conference will take place May 29- 
dune 1, 1985 in San Francisco. The 
Conference is open to all feminist 
women now working in the print 
trades, including editors, publish- 
ers, printers, librarians, booksel- 
lers, reviewers, agents, women in 
marketing and distribution, and 
self-publishers. Any ideas you can 
contribute (What workshops are you 
interested in attending? Facilita- 
ting? Special needs for childcare, 
etc?) Donations will be gratefully 
accepted. Please mail all corres- 
pondence to: Women in Print, P.O. 
Box 3184, Oakland, CA 94609. 


* TRIVIA feminist literary journal 


78 looking for volunteers to help 
with lay out, paste up, mailings, 
and office work. If interested, 
call: (413) 367-2254 or write to: 
TRIVIA, Box 606, No. Amherst 01059. 


+ F.L.O.W.E.R., a not-for-profit 


funding foundation for Western 


Mass Lesbians will have applications 


for the Spring granting cycle 
available on Feb 15. Deadline for 
receiving applications is March 15; 
awards will be announced April 23. 
For more info and to receive an 
application, write P.O. Box 602, 
N‘ton, 01061. 


PY AMAZON RETREAT: Featuring Alix 


Dobkin in concert and workshop in 
Truro dunes on Feb 16, 17 & 18. 


For info: “Womanculture Productions, 


P.O. Box 105, Craigville, MA. Phone 
jis 617-771-8298. 


YE SELF -HEAL CIRCLE WITH LORRAINE 
LIPANI: Weekly class for women 
and men starts Thurs, Feb 21- Apr 
4 (6 weeks) from 7 - 9pm. Cost is 
$96.00. Monthly class for women 
meets Sat., Feb 23, March 30 and 
April 27 from 10am - 2pm. Cost is 
$96. Class limit is 12. For more 
info and to register, call Lorraine 
Lipani at 413-665-7577. 


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Have you 


always wanted to work in a bookstore? 


Why not join Food for Thought Books 
Volunteer Program. Learn skills 
in retail, marketing, computer data 


entry, and bookkeeping while support- 


ing Amherst's non-profit cooperative 
bookstore. Stop by to set up an 
orientation or call 253-5432, 


town and hot rock and roll. 
See you there! 


K Free Slide Show of Lesbian 
Art will be held on March 8 at 
7:30pm in Anabelle's Room on the 
3rd Floor of Thorne's Market in 
N'ton. Wheelchair access. All 
women welcome. All women artists 
are welcome to show their artwork 
in the slideshow. The first 14 
artists to sign up will comprise 
the show. If your work has not 
been photographed, we can do it 
for you free. To register and 
for more info write: P.0. Box 
602, Northampton, MA 01061. 


YROPEN HOUSE: The New England 
Art Therapy Institute will! be 
held on Feb 6 at 7:30 pm at the 
Professional Bidg, 664 Main St. 
rear door, Amherst. The open 
house is for anyone interested in 
talking with instructors or learn- 
ing about the program. The In- 
stitute is offering courses in 
the spring also: Applications of 
Art Therapy and Gestalt and Art 
Therapy. Contact Dale Schwarz, 
founder and director at 413-665- 
3288 for more information. 


. 4 ALCOHOL AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE 
PROGRAMS, INC.: is a private, non- 
profit organization providing in- 
dividual and family counseling for 
chemically dependent people and 
their significant others. Asa 
part of this program, ASAP will 
be offering a counseling group 
for adult children of alcoholics. 
The group will begin on Wed., Feb 
6 at 7:30 and continue weekly. 
ASAP is located at 210 Elm St. 
in Holyoke. Anyone interested 
should contact Chris or Ed for 
more information at 536-6037. 


Everywoman’s Center 
Announcements 


Lesbian Step-parents Support 
Group begins on Wed., Jan 30 from 
6:30 - 8pm at the EWC in Wilder 
Hall at UMass. The group is for 
women who are helping other women 
to raise their children. For 
info/registration, cal] the EWC 
at 545-0883. Facilitator is 
Laura Devlin. 


INTERN RECRUITMENT: The EWC 
is now seeking interns for all of 
its programs for the Spring semes- 
ter. Women interested in develop- 
ing skills by working in the Re- 
source/Referral , Educator/Advocate, 
Budget, Public Relations/Outreach, 
Counseling, Working Women, Wages 
or Third World Women's Program 
should call the EWC at 545-0883 or 
stop by. Training and practicum 
or internship credit is offered 
through the University and other 
colleges. 


GRADUATE WAGES SPRING EVENTS: 
-Meeting to form groups to be 
held on Feb.6 at 7pm at the EWC 
Basement room 6. 


-Sip, Snack and Socialize: Second 
Tuesday of every month. 4-6pm at 
the Faculty Club at UMass. Feb 12, 
Mar 12, April 9 and May 14. 


-Potluck Dinners: Last Sunday of 
every month at 6pm, at the EWC. 
Feb 24, Mar 31 and April 28. 


~Imposters, Fakes, and Frauds: A 
Workshop for Women who Doubt their 
Competence. Led by Valerie Young. 
Sat, March 2 at the EWC from 9am- 
5pm. Sign-up required. Limited 
Space available. 


For childcare and more information 
call: 545-0883. 


- 


FEBRUARY CALE 


FEB é FEB 8 ve 16 Hin: 

W.t-L. Collective (woman Energy ; ea IN YOUR NAME DANCE!!! Sponsored by 
in the Berkshires) ang Friends of AF deadline for accentance of appli Not In Your Name to help repay their 
Alice &. joklas present Alix Dob- unteers at the EWC. Contact Sandy loans to local women who supported the 
kin at 6px at the Pittsfield Mandel at 545-0883 for more info. action. 9pm - lam at the East St. 
Girls' Club Auditorium. Call Dance Studio in Hadley. 


ae 


1-447-9776 or see Ennouncements 


for more information. 


FEB 3 


Readings for blind Lesbians 
will be held at the New Alexandria 
Lesbian Library at 2:30pm. $2 
donation; $3 with refreshments. 
Call 584-7616 for more information 
and directions. 


FEB 5 


Free Lecture: Women's Health: 

Chinese Medical Perspective. 
7:30 - 9:30pm at the Beyond Words 
Conference Center in Thorne's Mar- 
ket in N'ton. (Call 584-3847 for 
more information. 


Kivestern Mass American Friends 


Service Committee presents on 
Northampton Cable TV: Facing 
the Facts About the War in Cen- 
tral America and What You Can Do 
to Stop It." Part 2 will be 
aired tonight at 8pm. 


FEB 6 


M-Graduate WAGES Program holds a 


meeting to form groups at 7pm in 
Wilder Hall, basement room 6. 


=/4 
4P Open House at the New England 


Art Therapy Institute at 7:30pm. 
To be held at the Professional 
Building, 664 Main St., rear door, 
Amherst. Cal? 665-3288 for more 
information. 


* Adult Children of Alcoholics group 


will begin tonight at 7:30pm and 
continue on a weekly basis. Will 
meet at the Alcohol and Substance 
Abuse Programs, Inc. (ASAP) at 210 
Elm St., Holyoke. Call 536-6037 
for more information. 


to MARCH 


MARCH 1 


Meeast Lecture Hall at Hampshire 
College from 7 - 10pm. A discus- 
Sion for women artists who are 
undergraduates in all mediums 
exploring historical issues and 
personal issues relevent to be- 
coming and surviving as an art- 
ist. Contact Masen Brown at 
549-0625. 


MARCH 2 


2 Imposters, Fakes and Frauds: 
A Workshop for Women who Doubt 
Their Competence. Led by Valerie 
Young. 9am - 5pm at the EWC in 
Wilder Hall. Sign-up required; 
limited space. Call 545-0883. 


MADANCE! F.L.O.W.E.R., a not-for- 
profit funding foundation for 
Western Mass Lesbians is having a 
fundraiser dance. 8:30pm - 1 am. 


> Free Concert: «Debbie Fier, Jean 
Fineberg, Nydia Mata at Sage Hall 
at Smith College at 8pm. ATl women 
welcome. Sponsored by the 
F.L.O.W.E.R. Foundation and the 
Smith College Lesbian Alliance. 


FEB 9 


Law Conference for Women: at 
Western New England College. 9am- 
4:30pm. Advance registration is 
recommended. Cal) 413-782-3111, 
ext. 406 for more information. 


FEB 12 


Graduate WAGES Program holds a 
Sip, Snack and Socialize from 
4 - 6pm at the Faculty Club on 
UMass Campus. Cal] 545-0883 for 
more information. 


“¢. Nora Ephron will speak at Smith 


Cotlege at 8pm in the Wright Hall 
Auditorium. Free and open to all. 


FEB 14 


>< Judy Polan will give a special 


Valentine's Day performance at the 
Iron Horse on Center St. in N'ton. 
Suggested donation is $3. 


FEB 15 


Applications are now available 
for the Spring granting cycle for 
the F.L.O.W.E.R. Foundation grants. 
F.L.O.W.E.R. is a not-for-profit 
funding foundation for Western 
Mass Lesbians. Write P.O. Box 
602, Northampton, 01061. 


FEB 16, 17, 18 


AP AMAZON RETREAT: Featuring Alix 


Dobkin in concert and workshop in 
Truro dunes on the Cape. For more 
info write or cal]: Womanculture 
Productions, P.0. Box 105, Craig- 
ville, MA. 617-771-8298. 


MARCH 1 - 3 


( "What you need besides your 
talent...": a workshop for under- 
graduate women in the performing 
arts providing practical info re- 
lated to grants, small group man- 
agement, copyright, etc. Room 1 
at Emily Dickinson Hall at Hamp- 
shire College. To register cal] 
Masen Brown at 549-0625. Brought 
to you by the Women Artists Re- 
source Project. 


MARCH 7 


Pe Lesbians for Change: a 12-week 


therapy group for lesbians who 
wish to make some changes or ex- 
plore some issues in their lives 
starts today. For more informa- 
tion call Tetty Gorfine at 253- 


2822. 


MARCH 8 

A free slide show of Lesbian art 
will be held at 7:30pm in Anabell's 
space, 3rd Floor of Thorne's Market 


FEB 21 


Self-heal Circle support class 
begins tonight at 7pm and will 
last for 6 weeks. $96; open to 
women and men. Contact Lorraine 
Lipani at 665-7577 for more info 
and to register. 


iso's Bisexual Support Group. 


Bangs's Community Center, Amherst 
7:30 p.m. 


FEB 23 


Self-heal Circle support class 
begins today at 10am and will meet 
monthly. $96; open to women only. 
Contact Lorraine Lipani at 665-7577 
for more info and to register. 


FEB 24 


Wecraduate WAGES Program holds a 
Potluck Dinner at 6pm at* the EWC 
in Wilder Hall, UMass. 


FEB 27 


MParents Without Partners group 
holds a meeting at the Gables in 
So. Deerfield. Call 863-2156 or 
584-7487 for more information. 


FEB 28 


MF Book Party celebrating the pub- 

ication of A Comrade is as Preci- 
ous as a Rice Seedling by Mila 
Aguilar. Begins at 7pm at the 
Unitarian Church on Boltwood Walk 
in Amherst and continues on with a 
reception at Food for Thought Books 
at 67 No. Pleasant St. Call 253- 
5432 for more information. 


MARCH 15 


Deadline for receiving applica- 
tions for the Spring cycle of the 
F.L.O.W.E.R. Foundation's grant 
cycle. Write P.0. Box 602, N‘ton 
for more information. 


¥ Dead ine for sending in applica- 
tions to the Women, Health and 
Healing Summer Institute. See 
Announcements for more details. 


» Deadline for entries to the New 


England Film Festival. See the 
Announcements section for more 
details. 


MARCH 31 


Wf Graduate WAGES: Potluck Dinner 
at 6pm at the EWC in Wilder Hall. 
Call 545-0883 for more info. 


Sliding scate admission $2- 10. 

3rd Floor of Old School Commons, 
corner of South and Main Sts. in 
Northampton. Wheelchair access. Al} 
women welcome. Disco, mo-town, hot 
rock and roll. 


in Northampton. Wheelchair access. 
All women welcome. 


CLASSIFIED 


MP wanteo: 2nd hand Futon, base or 
good foam mattress needed for stu- 
dent. Any size OK - depending on 
condition. Call AM: 736-3681 or 
weekends, Spfld. area. 


MARCH 12 


Me Graduate WAGES: Sip, Snack and 
Socialize. 4 - 6pm at the Faculty 
Club at UMass. An informal time 

' for a relaxing drink and conversa- 

Wewhen eRe aimee eer tion. Call 545-0883 for more info. 

, aint brus ; 

ean for undergraduate women 

in the visual arts providing prac- 
formation related to 


rn 
what every unmarried couple WROFFICE SPACE: accessible central 


tical in F (Lesbian, gay or straight) livin Northampton building. Suits body- 

grants, gallery irc together, ateie to bie about re worker, therapist, consultant, smal] 

10am - 12pm in se shire Col law": a discussion with Attorney groups. Available Mondays, all 

Dickinson Hall at amp Brown at Bill Hart to be held at the Jones evenings, weekends. Call Felice - 
eqister call Masen y the Library. Fee is $3. Contact the 84-0421, 

or 235 Brought to you "y Lifeline Institute in Amherst for 

p02, 06>. e Project. more information. 


Women Artists Resource 


